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Kirstin Olsen : All Things Austen [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of Austen's World  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised All Things Austen [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia of 
Austen's World: 

Following in the tradition of the critically acclaimed All Things Shakespeare (Greenwood, 2002), this similarly 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0313330328


formatted encyclopedia takes readers from the works of Jane Austen into her world. More than 150 alphabetically 
arranged entries provide rich and fascinating historical details on the form and function of everyday and obscure 
objects that are mentioned in Austen's novels. Numerous illustrations accompany the lively and often humorous essays 
that bring these works of fiction to life.Students and devotees of Jane Austen will become familiar with what her 
characters ate, wore, and did for recreation. Well-researched information is presented about domestic items, the social 
scene, the workplace, the church, special events and rituals, and everyday customs that constituted life in Jane Austen's 
England. Readers can find citations of specific works by Austen, or they can look up terms or concepts. A 
bibliography arranged according to broad subjects lists major works for further reading. Teachers and students will 
find myriad uses for this reference, while the lively writing will appeal to general readers who want to gaze into 
Austen's world.

From School Library JournalGrade 9 UpA comprehensive, well-documented encyclopedia devoted to Jane Austen's 
world as seen through her literature. More than 150 alphabetical entries range in length from a paragraph to many 
pages, include references to Austen's works, and describe the topics' historical and cultural significance, often in great 
detail. Some of the longer articles are divided into subtopics; for example, Clothing offers information on both men's 
and women's clothing, Outer Garments, Accessories, Fabrics, and Buying and Making Clothes. In addition, there are 
separate entries on Sewing, Shoes, Gloves, Hats, and Pocketbooks and Reticules. While a number of the articles deal 
with politics and government, for the most part, they present a view of culture and society as reflected in Pride and 
Prejudice, Emma, Sense and Sensibility, Northanger Abbey, and other, minor works. The article on Places contains 
maps, lists, notes, and tables of locations mentioned in Austen's books. Street maps of London and Bath are included 
under those entries. Throughout the set, page references to specific titles are indicated in parentheses. Most of the 
black-and-white illustrations are reproductions of period cartoon drawings. An extensive time line and thematic 
bibliography complete this work. A valuable resource for students and teachers of Austen's works as well as a cultural 
study of 18th-century England.Pat Bender, The Shipley School, Bryn Mawr, PA Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistNoted for their wit and insight, Jane 
Austen's novels depict the social and domestic lives of the English country gentry during the late eighteenth and early 
nineteenth centuries. The world inhabited by her characters was, in many respects, also Austen's world, and this shared 
milieu is the focus of Olsen's compilation, which is similar in concept and format to her All Things Shakespeare 
(Greenwood, 2002).The 153 alphabetically arranged articles cover a broad range of subjects, among them carriages 
and other modes of transportation, clothing and accessories, entertainment, food and drink, household matters, 
intellectual concerns, and military life. Although some articles, for example Brickbatand Under-hung, are as brief as a 
few sentences, the majority are considerably longer, ranging up to 38 pages for Navy. Most entries include references 
to instances of the topic or term in Austen's writings or her life. Surprisingly, there is no article on women, so 
information on their status, property rights, etc., must be gleaned from other entries, such as Marriage and Widow.The 
black-and-white illustrations include line drawings and maps but are primarily reproductions of contemporary prints, 
which, unfortunately, often lack clarity. Captions provide identification numbers through which these images can be 
retrieved in high resolution and in color on a Web site at Yale University's Lewis Walpole Library. Although this 
unique feature will be valuable to scholars and filmmakers, most users probably will not take that extra step. Both 
volumes contain an alphabetical list of entries, a topical guide to article titles, and a key to abbreviations. In addition, 
volume 2 includes an extensive time line that correlates milestones in the Austen family with significant contemporary 
events, an impressive bibliography organized by broad categories, and an index. The index does not always provide 
adequate access. For example, it contains no entry for boarding schools, which are discussed on pages 230-32, or for 
colds, treated on pages 441-42. Drawn from contemporary and modern studies, this well-written and meticulously 
researched work provides a convenient means for general readers, students, and scholars to gain a better understanding 
of the social, cultural, and political climate of Austen's time. Offering broader coverage of the period than J. David 
Grey's The Jane Austen Companion(Macmillan, 1986), it complements Paul Poplawski's A Jane Austen Encyclopedia 
(Greenwood, 1998), which focuses on characters, writings, and family members. Particularly suitable for academic 
and larger public libraries, it will be a useful addition in any setting where Austen's writings are read or studied. Marie 
EllisCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "Intended to make Austen's works more 
understandable to contemporary readers, this publication covers the customs, manners, and landscape of her 
age.Arranged alphabetically, the encyclopedia has more than 150 entries, ranging in length from a few sentences 
(angels) to more than 30 pages (food, navy), and containing references to relevant passages from Austen's works. In 
addition to a bibliography of sources that includes Web sites, this work provides an alphabetical list of articles, a list of 
articles by topic, a time line for Austen family activities and achievements, and a corresponding one for events in the 
political/military, religious/cultural, medical, technological, and scientific spheres.For those serving serious Austen 
scholars, it will be a valuable acquisition. Highly recommended. Graduate students and researchers/faculty." - 
Choice"Though it is often said that Jane Austen's novels are character-driven, primarily concerned with the fictive 
people she created and set in motion, independent scholar Olsen ( All Things Shakespeare) believes that Austen 



readers miss a lot without a fuller understanding of the culture and context in which these characters operate. This 
handsome and easily usable two-volume work can help readers gain that understanding. Olsen compiles extensive 
scholarship on the topic into more than 150 well-designed and well-written A-to-Z articles on such topics as clothing, 
education, politics, religion, science, business, society, and the military of 18th- and 19th-century England. Among the 
features that make this encyclopedia so useful are hundreds of references to passages from Austen's work, inserted 
parenthetically into the text of the articles, where they illuminate the topic at hand.Convenient for students and anyone 
else interested in exploring a particular topic, this reference would be a useful addition to pubic, school, and academic 
libraries serving general through undergraduate readers. Highly recommended." - Library Journal"[A] delight - 
plentifully illustrated and full of fascinating information very difficult to stop reading once you have picked it up" - 
English"[A] valuable aid, or even primer, for anyone wishing to get more out of their reading Olsen's writing is clear 
and clever. She pulls interesting and amusing anecdotes out of her source literature to illustrate points A useful and 
fascinating work overall and a valuable part of any public, school, or academic collection." - Reference s"These must 
be two of the most useful and informative reference volumes that any library could add to its collection of Jane 
Austen's works a labour of love, that is meticulously done and in very readable style." - Sensibilities"Aimed at 
students and general readers, this two-volume encyclopedia provides background information on the world of Jane 
Austen. More than 150 alphabetically arranged entries describe various domestic items, the social scene, the 
workplace, religion, and everyday customs in 19th-century England. Many entries feature BW illustrations from the 
Lewis Walpole Library. Special notations guide readers to passages in Austen's writings that pertain to the subject 
matter. Sample topics include the gentry, army recruitment, shoes, calling cards, the Napoleonic Wars, marriage, the 
clergy, and bathing." - Reference Research Book News"[S]cholars and aficionados of Jane Austen will welcome 
Greenwood's All Things Austen: an Encyclopedia of Austen's World. In more than 150 articles author Kirstin Olsen 
describes the world of Jane Austen.It successfully reflects the world in which Jane Austen lived and which she so 
vividly portrayed. All Things Austen will stand alongside another Greenwood title, A Jane Austen Encyclopedia as a 
valuable resources in the study of this ever-popular author. Both academic and public libraries will want to add it. And 
it is another one of those titles that could just as easily find a place in a circulating collection." - Against the Grain"All 
Things Austen provides an impressive amount of well-researched information specific to Austen's era, in a user-
friendly format that enables readers easily to navigate not only the encyclopedia's 800+ pages but also relevant 
references in Austen's works themselves.For the casual Austen reader, All Things Austen enhances one's appreciation 
of her novels by illuminating nuances otherwise missed. For writers, scholars, and other professionals who need to 
understand the intricacies of life in Regency England as intimately as we know our own, this encyclopedia will no 
doubt become a favorite and much-used reference." - JASNA"Readers looking for plot summaries of Jane Austen's 
novels or quick biographies of her characters are likely to be surprised when consulting Kristin Olsen's examination of 
the world depicted in Austen's works. The personal travails of Elinor Dashwood or Emma Woodhouse are not the 
meat of her rambling essays. Instead her themes are the cultural contexts that defined the interests and opportunities of 
Austen's characters. Her 150 articles explore the broader understandings of the landed class in Regency England 
regarding science, education, law and religion, as well as their prejudices toward servants, Gypsies and Jews.For fans 
of Jane Austen, or for those seeking a better understanding of this historic period, the guide will prove enlightening. 
For more information on food and drink of the period, readers should see Olsen's equally entertaining Cooking with 
Jane Austen." - Lawrence Looks at Books"Any compendium is bound to fascinate, and dipping into this one throws up 
all sorts of serendipitous delights [a] useful and enjoyable book." - Janes Austen Society News Letter"Drawn from 
contemporary and modern studies, this well-written and meticulously researched work provides a convenient means 
for general readers, students, and scholars to gain a better understanding of the social, cultural, and political climate of 
Austen's time. Offering broader coverage of the period than J. David Grey's The Jane Austen Companion (Macmillan, 
1986), it complements Paul Poplawski's A Jane Austen Encyclopedia (Greenwood, 1998), which focuses on 
characters, writings, and family members. Particularly suitable for academic and larger public libraries, it will be a 
useful addition in any setting where Austen's writings are read or studied." - Booklist/Reference Books Bulletin"A 
comprehensive, well-documented encyclopedia devoted to Jane Austen's world as seen through her literature. More 
than 150 alphabetical entries range in length from a paragraph to many pages, include references to Austen's works, 
and describe the topics' historical and cultural significance, often in great detail.A valuable resource for students and 
teachers of Austen's works as well as a cultural study of 18th-century England." - School Library Journal"Any college-
level student studying Jane Austen's fiction will find All Things Austen: An Encyclopedia of Austen's World an 
essential reference, packing in over 150 entries about the objects mentioned in her novels, the social mores of her 
times, and the history of the era.A fabulously detailed speciality reference." - MBR Bookwatch"[R]eadable and 
informative.[a] rich garnering of the kinds of information about the past which are most difficult to find." - Times 
Literary Supplement 


