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Cuesta Benberry : Always There: The African-American Presence in American Quilts  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Always There: The African-American 
Presence in American Quilts: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Amazing African American Women's QuiltsBy Edith F DalyBought 
this for a research project on the Visual Literacy of African American Quilts. Great for what I needed. Learned a lot, 
great and interesting narrative. Good Pictures too.6 of 8 people found the following review helpful. We Hope Always 
There Will Encourage African-American Families To Examine and Bring ForwardBy Aung Htun".....Similary, the 
African-American quilts we expected to find in a state with a significant black population and a long-standing 
quiltmaking tradition, did no appear.Where were they?We found several answers.First, many black families were 
reluctant to come forward with their quilts, feeling they weren't "good" enough.Also, when they did appear,their 
family histories were usually lacking.We felt the reason for this was the frequent dislocation of many African-
American families and the fifficulty of maintaining social continuity and history under those circumstance..........WE 
HOPE ALWAYS THERE WILL ENCOURAGE AFRICAN-AMERICAN FAMILIES TO EXAMINE AND BRING 
FORWARD their quilting histories....."[from the book of foreword by Shelly Zegart

Similiarly, the African-American quilts we expected to find in a state with a significant black population and a long-
standing quilt-making tradition, did no appear. Where were they? We found several answers. First, many black 
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families were reluctant to come forward with their quilts, feeling they weren't "good" enough. Also, when they did 
appear, their family histories were usually lacking. We felt the reason for this was the frequent dislocation of many 
African-American families and the difficulty of maintaining social continuity and history under those circumstance....


