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Rev. Walter W. Skeat : An Etymological Dictionary of the English Language New Edition Revised and 
Enlarged  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An 
Etymological Dictionary of the English Language New Edition Revised and Enlarged: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you could only have one book in the world ...By adrianlithgowIf 
you could only have one book in the world, it should be this! By discovering the root of often commonplace words one 
can reach an immensely broader understanding of our language and its origins, culturally, ideationally and historically.

From the Preface to the New and Revised Edition: "It is now more that a quarter of a century since the first edition of 
the present work was published. It was hardly possible for me to ascertain, at that date, that the time of its publication 
was not a very favorable one; it would, perhaps, have been better to have deferred its appearance for a few more years, 
owing to the great advances that were being made, just at that period, in the methods of comparative philology. The 
whole system of estimating the vowel-sounds has since been completely reconsidered, and the history of their phonetic 
values, in particular, is now regarded in a very different light...."
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