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Basil H. Johnston : Anishinaubae Thesaurus before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Anishinaubae Thesaurus:

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. very goodBy DavidDocumentation for many Native American
languages is about where it was for English in the time of Shakespeare: there might be a Bible in the language, maybe
astorybook or two, and little else. A Thesaurus... ok, it's not perfect, but it's not bad either, and since it is the only
product of its type available, we can only feel gratitude it exists.20 of 22 people found the following review helpful. A
much needed referenceBy Charles J. LippertThisis a much needed reference for ever student of the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0870137530

Anishinaabemowin. Granted Johnston does not use the Fiero Double-vowel orthography, his phonetic spelling is
systematic and clear, thus easily understood by all. In addition, often students learn their vocabulary for the
vocabulary's sake without really learning the construct of the word, but Johnston forces the basic word construct to the
forefront by aggregating words into a "thesaurus" and pointing out in the theme-based construct of words of
Anishinaabemowin. He groups words in their similarity and then divides these groupings into five sections: nouns,
modifiers (adjectives, adverbs, conjuctions, prepositions and pronouns), suffixes, verbs and prefixes. While Nichols
and Nyholm in "Concise Dictionary of Minnesota Ojibwe" provides for many excellent preverbs, Johnston provides a
glossary of postverbs to which the preverbs attach to form new verb concepts.Johnston's goal here is to present the
building blocks of the vocabulary so that each student of the Anishinaabe language has the power and knowledge to
build thier own vocabulary... and Johnston has met his goal with excellence.

The Anishinaubae (Chippewa/Ojibwe) language has a beauty in the spoken word, a deliberate rhythm, simplicity, and
mysterious second meanings. When Basil Johnston began teaching the Anishinaubae language, in the late 1960s, there
were no related manuals or dictionaries that were suitable for beginners. To fill thisvoid, Johnston wrote alanguage
course and alexicon to fill for the course materials. Now he has broadened this labor by compiling Anishinaubae
Thesaurus, which goes even further to fill a deep cultural and linguistic void. This thesaurus contains a useful
sampling of the 400,000 words that comprise the Anishinaubae language, and it is intended to be a practical reference
tool for teachers, trandators, interpreters, and orthographers.

From the Author"...words are but sounds, stories a series of sounds. Articulated, they pass into space and echo into
eternity as messages to be heard only by the spirits. For a person to see or to perceive the inner meanings of soundsis
agift. For aword to reveal its souls and spirit and heart is nothing short of revelation.” -- Basil H. JohnstonAbout the
AuthorBasil H. Johnston is amember of the Anishinaubae Nation. He was born on the Parry Island Reserve in central
Northern Ontario and studied at Loyola College in Montral, Quebec. Johnston has devoted much of histime to
preserving the culture and traditions of his Anishinaubae people through his writing about traditional legends and
stories. He has published more than a dozen books and twenty articlesin the United States, Canada, and Germany; and
received many honors and awards. In addition, Johnston has been alecturer in the ethnology department at the Royal
Ontario Museum in Toronto.



