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“Grays book tells us an important story, starting from the epistemological and methodological background of a number
of key studiesin the Birgmingham tradition, it explores how to make use of these research experiences and how to
deploy "experience" asatool for research - Roberta Sassatelli, School of Economic and Social Studies, University of
East AngliaHow is culture “lived? What are the best ways of investigating cultural life? Thistimely, assured and
accessible book has three objectives. First, it seeksto give acritical selective account of the main ethnographic
methods that have influenced cultural studies. Second, it offers practical guidance on the craft of research, from
formulating atopic to presenting it in written form. Third, it provides help with key questions of evaluative criteriaand
valuesin the research process. Thisisone of the first cultural studies books to address the question of the research
processin detail. Students who want to do empirical research will find the book to be an indispensable resource that
will enable them to focus on the correct issues and ask the right questions for effective research. The book develops a
set of research practices that are appropriate to a critical understanding of culture, power and everyday life. It will
rapidly establish itself as the lecturers stand-by and the students friend for all issues relating to qualitative research in
cultural studies.

'Gray's book tells us an important story, starting from the epistemological and methodological background of a number
of key studies in the Birgmingham tradition, it explores how to make use of these research experiences and how to
deploy "experience" asatool for reseach’ - Roberta Sassatelli, School of Economic and Social Studies, University of
East Anglia Grays book tells us an important story, starting from the epistemological and methodological background
of anumber of key studiesin the Birgmingham tradition, it explores how to make use of these research experiences
and how to deploy "experience" as atool for reseach - Roberta Sassatelli, School of Economic and Social Studies,
University of East AngliaAbout the AuthorAnns main research interests are in media and popular culture but she has
focused more recently on television studiesin particular. Her first book Video Playtime: the gendering of aleisure
technology was a study of the uses of the video cassette recorder in the home, relating this to an understanding of
media use in everyday life with particular reference to gender. In addition to writing on aspects of gender, feminist
cultural studies and audience studies she has also written about the intellectual and institutional politics of research
methods most particularly in her book Research Practice for Cultural Studies.Ann has a strong interest in the history of
cultural studies, having worked for a number of years at the Department of Cultural Studiesin Birmingham. In 1993,
with Jim McGuigan, she edited Studying Culture: an introductory reader and in 1996 with Helen Baehr Turning it On :
areader in women and media and was lead editor of the recently published two volume collection of the original
CCCS Working Papersin cultural studies. In 2005 Ann, working with her colleague, Dr Jirina Smejkal ova secured a
British Academy grant for their project Re-thinking Cultural Studiesin the New Europe (link) which has established a
European network of cultural researchers who are bringing different intellectual histories and perspectives to cultural
studies. Anns main research focus is now on how television represents the past for which she secured a substantial
AHRC grant for the four year project Televising History 1995-2010.( http://tvhistory.lincoln.ac.uk ) Annisafounding
Editor of the European Journal of Cultural Studies(link) and she was a founder member of the International
Association of Cultural Studies. She sits on the editorial boards of the Journal of British Film and Television, Memory
Studies and, Medin Studia, Czech.She is a member of the Midlands Television Research Group at the University of
Warwick, on the Advisory Board of the Centre for Culture Identity and Education at the University of British
Columbia, Vancouver and an Honorary Associate of the Centre for Media History at Macquarie University,
Sydney.Ann currently supervises PhD studentsin the fields of television and new media and welcomes proposals for
research topics in any of the above areas.



