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Edward Rynearson : Retelling Violent Death  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Retelling Violent Death: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A book by a medical professional dealing with suicidal loss.By M. 
CarterDr. Rynearson is professionally and personally qualified to tell this story. His style is engaging and well thought 
out telling a story that helps victims, associates, and professionals understand what it is like to lose a loved one to 
violent death. His personal recollections and training are something that a patient would not receive in a traditional 
setting for someone facing violent loss.I strongly recommend this book as a valued resource for those looking for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1583913637


answers to recovery from violent loss.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful, helpful, insightful, 
deeply moving, but not for the average JoeBy Melody StilesAs a professional psychotherapist, I found this book to be 
a goldmine of information for my practice. However, I have also been told by the two clients I recommended it to, that 
it was too scholarly and intellectual and the psychological concepts too lofty. And, both of these clients have graduate 
degrees! Rynearson writes with such raw emotion about his own personal journey in this arena that I found myself 
crying at one point while reading this book. Personally, I think every professional should be required to read this 
remarkable book before attempting to help a client recover from the devastation of losing a loved one to murder or 
suicide.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This is a wonderful work of compassion and 
thoughtfulnessBy D Monroe MetcalfI found this to be a well written and thoughtful book about a very difficult 
subject. I would recommend it to clinicians and the lay person as well.

Violent death, whether by homicide, suicide, or accident, is particularly traumatic for the family and surrounding 
community of the deceased. Unlike natural dying from disease or old age, someone is responsible for a violent death; 
the family and community cannot rest until the dying is explained, until the perpetrator is identified and justice and 
order are reestablished. Often, a spectacled story of the death eclipses the memory of the person's life: family members 
remain mired in the retelling of the death and cannot fully reengage in their own living. In Retelling Violent Death, 
Edward K. Rynearson presents a strategy for restorative retelling that is based upon his thirty years of clinical practice 
and research with family members after a violent death as well as his own personal experience after his wife's suicide. 
In addition to a clear outline of this model for encouraging resilience, the book includes clinical interventions and case 
studies, as well as coverage of restorative retelling with children and adolescents, extant literature on violent dying, 
and the design and establishment of support groups and programs for those affected by violent death. Written from a 
highly engaging and uniquely personal perspective, Retelling Violent Death is an important resource for family 
members and clinicians who seek to help them in the aftermath of this devastating and life-changing event. It provides 
hope that there is a way to survive and accommodate a violent death, to begin and continue the self-transformation that 
makes survival possible.
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Medical Director of the Homicide Support Project at the Virginia Mason Medical Center in Seattle. He has thirty years 
of experience in research and clinical practice in helping grief-stricken family members. 


