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Jeanne Fahnestock : Rhetorical Style: The Uses of Language in Persuasion  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rhetorical Style: The Uses of Language in Persuasion: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerExcellently organized and informative 
book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Elizabeth MillerA great resource.10 of 10 people 
found the following review helpful. Brilliant!By Talula TabboulehFahnestock's book focuses on how writers achieve 
effects from their choices of words, phrases, and sentence patterns. I find it very easy to read, but it isn't a manual that 
teaches people how to write so much as a manual that gives insight into how one might analyze small portions of text 
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to understand written style better: it is amply illustrated by political speeches, news articles, and other texts so that 
every point is explained and at least one exemplar analyzed to show how seemingly small changes in style can have 
important changes in meaning and persuasive effect on an audience. In short, it is a step towards learning how to 
analyze in detail how persuasion is accomplished through language, which would help you write, but it isn't a manual 
for writing.People who teach writing or edit would benefit from studying this book. If you are thinking of an MA or 
PhD in any communication field (written or oral or combined), this book is an excellent introduction by an outstanding 
professor. People who teach any subject and ask students to analyze language related to that subject would probably 
also benefit from it. And anyone who is simply interested in language and persuasion will find this a lucid guide to 
understanding how stylistic choices impact meaning/audience reception. It will definitely give you a different 
perspective on the daily communications that come your way.

A comprehensive guide to the language of argument, Rhetorical Style offers a renewed appreciation of the persuasive 
power of the English language. Drawing on key texts from the rhetorical tradition, as well as on newer approaches 
from linguistics and literary stylistics, Fahnestock demonstrates how word choice, sentence form, and passage 
construction can combine to create effective spoken and written arguments. With examples from political speeches, 
non-fiction works, and newspaper reports, Rhetorical Style surveys the arguer's options at the word, sentence, 
interactive, and passage levels, and illustrates the enduring usefulness of rhetorical stylistics in analyzing and 
constructing arguments.

"A rich and rewarding textbook that shows how stylistic features make for persuasion. It provides readers with a good 
introduction to the study of figures in the sense of classical rhetoric."--Linguist ListAbout the AuthorJeanne 
Fahnestock is Professor of English at the University of Maryland. She is the author of Rhetorical Figures in Science, 
and co-author of A Rhetoric of Argument. 


