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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Dissent never diesBy DebExcellent --so many important stories in 
here that needed telling. We should always be skeptical of the notion that dissent ever really dies, I suspect, but Kelley 
certainly proves that it not only did not die in that era, but also that it wasn't underground. It was public, determined, 
and - amazing. I think what the book also contributes - and I think these two things are so important - is, first, the 
outrage and the frustration people felt over having to fight the same battle again and again and again, and second, the 
impossible positions a tidal wave of white supremacy in the form of segregation placed people in, demanding a basic 
right on the grounds of justice on the one hand and simultaneously thinking one could prove to whites that one was not 
a danger by trying to police behavior, clothing, cleanliness of others in the same situation. The title of the final chapter 
really captures it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Right to Ride should be required reading for 
historiansBy derek allenA very thoughtful, compelling, entertaining, enlightening and enjoyable read. Puts a whole 
new perspective on the so-called "age of accommodation." To find that many events in Professor Kelley's book clarify 
the findings in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), and to find out that the very laws Martin Luther King, Jr. and others in the 
Montgomery Improvement Association were arrested under go back to the early 19th century from laws enacted to 
prevent blacks from lawfully protesting Jim Crow segregation treatment in trains and streetcars was a stunner. Truly a 
must read for the talented tenth, and others as well.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Right to RideBy 
D. MccraryProfessor Blair Kelley is a force to be reckoned with. She has a great understanding of history and she 
seeks to share it. She is not stuffy; these are stories about people's lives and they are very relevant to understanding 
how we arrived at our present reality. The book can be read for both pleasure and scholarship and I recommend it to 
anyone. A must read!

Through a reexamination of the earliest struggles against Jim Crow, Blair Kelley exposes the fullness of African 
American efforts to resist the passage of segregation laws dividing trains and streetcars by race in the early Jim Crow 
era. Right to Ride chronicles the litigation and local organizing against segregated rails that led to the Plessy v. 
Ferguson decision in 1896 and the streetcar boycott movement waged in twenty-five southern cities from 1900 to 
1907. Kelley tells the stories of the brave but little-known men and women who faced down the violence of lynching 
and urban race riots to contest segregation.Focusing on three key cities--New Orleans, Richmond, and Savannah--
Kelley explores the community organizations that bound protestors together and the divisions of class, gender, and 
ambition that sometimes drove them apart. The book forces a reassessment of the timelines of the black freedom 
struggle, revealing that a period once dismissed as the age of accommodation should in fact be characterized as part of 
a history of protest and resistance.

Kelley skillfully traces the development of protest activity in the black community, deftly exploring the fissures of 
race, class, and gender in each locale.--North Carolina Historical This excellent book is the first monographic 
treatment of the wave of streetcar boycotts that swept across the South at the beginning of the twentieth century to 
protest the advent of racial segregation on municipal trolley lines. . . . [Kelley] is to be commended for re-emphasizing 
these boycotts' significance.--American Historical The first comprehensive study of the streetcar boycott movement. . . 
. An important contribution to our understanding of the long Civil Rights Movement and may be the first author to 
place its origin in the antebellum North. . . . Exceptional, clear and persuasive. . . . Compelling and fresh. This book 
and its arguments will be around for a long time and will be the foundations of future studies of segregation and 
transportation for years to come.--Left HistoryDetailed and panoramic. . . . Kelley's must-read telling of [the 
protestors'] stories finally does them more indelible justice than the old, fading newspaper accounts from either side 
that were the only authoritative source of the story until now.--Virginia LibrariesWithin her simply, yet elegantly 
written work, Kelley offers a number of important insights to the fields of African American, southern, urban, and 
civil rights history. . . . Should be required reading for scholars and undergraduate and graduate students, but it would 
also be accessible and rewarding for non-academics as well.--Virginia Magazine of History and BiographyNarrates the 
stories of courageous but obscure men and women who faced lynching to challenge segregation. . . . Kelley causes a 
reexamination of the period described by historians as the 'age of accommodation.'--The CourierKelley's emphasis on 
southern protests and their leadership is historically significant.--Journal of Southern HistoryBlair L. M. Kelley's 
remarkable monograph is the first book on the initial black resistance to laws segregating trains and streetcars. . . . 
Kelley has constructed detailed case studies. . . . Gives valuable new insight into the character of the 'nadir' 
generation.--Arkansas Historical QuarterlyKelly's Right to Ride is a well-written book that can be appreciated by both 
academics and a general readership.A valuable resource for anyone wanting to learn more about segregation and 
protest during this era." --Southern HistorianThe age of [Booker T.] Washington is most frequently remembered as an 
age of accommodation, when black people . . . cowered beneath the descending shadow of Jim Crow. . . . Blair Kelley 
alters our understanding of this era. . . . [Her] reassessment of the nadir encourages us to measure accomplishment 
with a long view, to judge first our willingness to sacrifice and refuse to denounce as cowards those who fail today so 



that we can win tomorrow.--The Nation Kelley's work makes an extraordinary contribution to the historiography of 
African American politics in the era immediately following the disastrous Plessy v. Ferguson Supreme Court decision. 
Her discussions of Walker, Washington, Barber, Mitchell, and other leaders shows an astonishing grasp of the 
complexities they faced as Jim Crow descended on America. Right to Ride promises to explode the current 
dichotomies found in the present-day literature on black history. A magnificent piece of work!--Paul Ortiz, author of 
Emancipation Betrayed: The Hidden History of Black Organizing and White Violence in Florida from Reconstruction 
to the Bloody Election of 1920Right to Ride is one of those marvelous books that will forever change historians' ideas 
about an incident they thought they understood completely: the context surrounding Plessy v. Ferguson. Beautifully 
written and extremely well researched, it uncovers completely new material that will impinge on a variety of 
historiographical arguments.--Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Peter V. and C. Vann Woodward Professor of History, 
African American Studies, and American Studies, Yale UniversityAbout the AuthorBlair L. M. Kelley is associate 
professor of history at North Carolina State University. 


