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James Penn : Riversof theWorld: A Social, Geographical, and Environmental Sourcebook before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rivers of the World: A Social,
Geographical, and Environmental Sourcebook:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great reference book. Needs maps.By Dr. MilktruckGreat reference
book about the great rivers of the world. My only complaint is the lack of maps. The black-and-white photographs
don't add much.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerJust what | wanted for basic
knowledge about rivers across the globe.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not as exhaustive of alist
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of world rivers as | had hoped.By Double Alt is not as exhaustive as | hoped it would be. It did not have the Zeyariver
in Russia

Rivers of the World, vividly written and meticulously researched, is arich and thorough treatment of some 200 of the
world'srivers. Organized in AZ format, from the rivers Aare to Ziz Each entry is prefaced with basic facts for the river
covered, including river source, tributaries, outlet, and length Each entry concludes with suggestions for further
reading Includes a full index and glossary of key terms

From Library Journal Penn (Encyclopedia of Geographical Featuresin World History) has produced a well-researched
reference work covering the major rivers of the world in their physical, cultural, and environmental settings. Arranged
alphabetically and ranging from 250 to 2000 words, the 192 entries cover the major rivers of the world e.g., the Nile,
Niger, Mississippi, , and Y angtze and many smaller ones. Each entry begins with information on the source of the
river, itslength, and its mgjor tributaries, followed by a discussion of the physical, economical, historical, political,
and environmental character of each river. Most entries contain references for further reading and cross references
when applicable. Maps of each continent and its major rivers introduce the work, and a number of black-and-white
photographs accompany the text; a useful glossary of river terms and an extensive bibliography are aso included. Not
as comprehensive as R. Kay Gresswell and Anthony Huxley's classic Standard Encyclopedia of the World's Rivers and
Lakes (LJ5/1/66; 0.p.), thisis nevertheless more in-depth than the Rand McNally Encyclopedia of World Rivers,
which is more of a picture book. Soundly recommended as a complementary volume for libraries that have strong
geography collections. Eva Lautemann, Georgia Perimeter Coll., Clarkston Copyright 2002 Cahners Business
Information, Inc.From BooklistThis compelling look at the important rivers of the world provides both timely
environmental information and historical data to highlight the impact of rivers on the economies and cultures of the
communities that surround them. There are about 200 river entries, ranging in length from several paragraphs to
several pages. All of the mgjor rivers are covered--the , Mississippi, Nile, Wei, and others--and enough are included
from outside North Americato give the book a comprehensive global feel. The entries are arranged al phabetically,
with cross-references to help locate rivers with variant spellings.Each entry begins with information on the source of
theriver, itslength, major tributaries, and outlet. The entries feature geographical information but, much like ariver,
often gently meander into historical and environmental discussions. Curious readers will be rewarded whether they
choose to browse entries or look for specific information about a particular river. Asisthe case with the author's
earlier work, the Encyclopedia of Geographical Featuresin World History: Europe and the Americas (ABC-CLIO,
1997), many entries end with a suggestion or two for further reading. Some of these suggested readings are very
current, but many public and school libraries will not have these citations, as they are somewhat esoteric.Although
there is ageneral index, a subject index would allow readersto tie together rivers with related histories. It might have
been nice to have an index that brought together rivers dealing with the Napoleonic Wars, for example, especially
when the book isfilled with so much interesting detail. A country/continent location index to the rivers would also
have greatly increased the book's value for student assignments.Many public, academic, and school libraries will want
to have this book, as there are few river encyclopedias with this depth of coverage. It is reasonably priced and
accessible. RBBCopyright American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom Book NewsEntries describe almost
200 of the world'srivers, addressing the historical and often literary significance of each river, geographical features,
and environmental issues surrounding floods, pollution, river management, and dams. Each entry is prefaced with
basic facts including river source, outlet, major tributaries, and length, and concludes with suggestions for further
reading. Most entries include a bw photo. Penn has taught geography at the university level .Copyright 2004 Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR



