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Barbara Brotherton : S'abadeb / The Gifts: Pacific Coast Salish Art and Artists  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised S'abadeb / The Gifts: Pacific Coast Salish Art and 
Artists: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It has the range and the depth and the photos ...By RaveneyeIt has 
the range and the depth and the photos and the documentation and the voice of the Salish. It's the real deal0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Great in all aspectsBy allen dAlways looking for ideas and inspirations as well as 
history. Great in all aspects.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Xiaodan Shireally nice. so 
quickly.

S'abadeb, The Gifts captures the essence of Coast Salish culture through its artistry, oral traditions, and history. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0295988630


Developed in conjunction with the first extensive exhibition of the art and culture of the Coast Salish peoples of 
Washington State and British Columbia, the book traces the development of Salish art from prehistory to the present. 
Sculpture in wood, stone, and bone--including monumental house posts--as well as expertly crafted basketry, woven 
regalia, and contemporary works in glass, print media, and painting showcase a sweeping artistic tradition and its 
contemporary vibrant manifestations.S'abadeb is the Lushootseed term for gifts and invokes a principle at the heart of 
Salish sculpture: reciprocity, both in the public and spiritual domains. This richly symbolic word expresses the 
importance of giving gifts at potlatches, of giving thanks during first food ceremonies, of the creativity bestowed upon 
artists and other leaders, and of the roles of the master artists, oral historians, and cultural leaders in passing vital 
cultural information to the next generations. The theme of S'abadeb and practices of reciprocal exchange in Salish 
society are illuminated here through the intersection of art with ceremony, oral traditions, the land, and contemporary 
realities.

"The illustrations in this book are splendid, and extensively interpreted. It is a pleasure to turn each page and discover 
archaeological, early contact, 19th and 20th century works, contemporary baskets, textiles, paintings, carvings, and 
prints by the ever-growing number of Salish artists who work in their traditions, as well as innovative creations by 
artists such as Lawrence Paul Yuxwelupton and Marvin Oliver. Far more important is my overall judgment that this 
stunning and substantial catalogue will educate a great number of people who have not yet recognized the impressive 
quality of Coast Salish art. Brotherton, the Seattle Art Museum, and the group of individuals who together assembled 
the exhibit and wrote essays for the catalogue have done a great service to Native American art history and ethnology 
by presenting an exceptional Northwest Coast tradition."Museum Anthropology "We might keep in mind that 
scholars, until very recently, relegated Coast Salish art to the bottom of the totem, hardly worth footnoting, they 
claimed. Thanks to S'abadeb, the tide has turned, and Coast Salish art and artists are being recognized for generating 
art that can stand the test of time and public and scholarly scrutiny."American Book "An extraordinary book. . . . [the 
contributors] have quite simply taken back their own history. . . . Now, with generosity, hospitality and honesty, these 
artists, scholars and community leaders are inviting us to share their cultural offerings, old and new."Seattle 
TimesAbout the AuthorBarbara Brotherton is curator of Native American art at the Seattle art Museum. Other 
contributors are Crisca Biewert, Steven C. Brown, Sharon Fortney, Vi taqseblu Hilbert, Michael Kew, Carolyn J. 
Marr, Gerald Bruce subiyay Miller, Jay Miller, Astrida Blukis Onat, C. Michael CHiXapkaid Pavel, Qwalsius Shaun 
Peterson, Susan Point, Wayne Suttles, and Ellen White. 


