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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Worth reading for doctoral students when they are planning a 
dissertationBy jaime fThis is remarkably unboring for a methodology book. It also helped me enormously to calm 
down and write my dissertation proposal, which I just handed in. I'm very happy to have read it.Other reviewers have 
some valid critiques-- there is a (too?) confident, parental tone, and the salsa metaphor doesn't work all that well if you 
don't like or know about salsa dancing. On the other hand, she really is trying to make a case for how to do research 
that is going to be acceptable to "the canonical social scientist" (which, at least in my sociology department, is most 
faculty members) and still let the data speak for itself.In other words, if you're planning to do something qualitative, or 
if you want support for ideas that won't be immediately recognizable to established (quant-oriented) researchers as a 
legitimate project, DEFINITELY read this.Even if you're super into quantitative methods and want some help working 
out your question in relation to theory, you should read it. Best 17 bucks I've spent this year.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. It is a very good resource to have as it provides alternative ways of ...By Julie LindsayAs a 
PhD student and adjunct lecturer this book has provided further understanding into the research process, with a 
metaphorical structure that I am still trying to understand. It is a very good resource to have as it provides alternative 
ways of approaching research in combination with solid pathways for constructing a research project.0 of 0 people 
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found the following review helpful. The BEST book for "getting started" in Qualitative MethodsBy russell1030This 
book is a quick and enjoyable read. Luker provides great tips for conducting qualitative research and how to think 
about research in general. I highly recommend this book for students beginning their research career.

Offers an introduction to the neglected history and changeable philosophy of modern social science. This title guides 
novice researchers in knowing the difference between an area of interest and a research topic. It shows how 
friendships, nonacademic interests, and even salsa dancing can make for a better researcher.


