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Madhav Deshpande : Samskrta-Subodhini: A Sanskrit Primer (Michigan Papers on South and Southeast Asia) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Samskrta-Subodhini: A 
Sanskrit Primer (Michigan Papers on South and Southeast Asia): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Useful learning ToolBy R MackA great resource for learning 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=089148079X


Sanskrit. I own a bunch of books for learning Sanskrit. This is my second year of really focused learning. This book is 
worth while because it is well organized. Easy to flip through and find topic that you are looking for. The Devanagari 
script is clear unlike many Sanskrit books that look like they are full of bad photocopies. Small Sanskrit/English 
dictionary in the back.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely Fantastic!By Pankaj GuptaThis is 
an excellent book.Dr. Deshpande uses a simple and elegant language. He introduces topics in a series of parallel 
streams where every chapter contains a little of various topics and each topic picks up where it was left before.This 
book feels like it was written for students wanting an easy introduction to Sanskrit Grammar. The book has plenty of 
exercises and vocabulary in all chapters.Some grammar books require that the reader understands various technical 
grammar terms. While these books can be very useful for a comprehensive introduction, they are hard to parse for a 
beginner. This book introduces grammar in a totally different fashion. The rules are introduced as a matter of fact, with 
maximum simplicity and without unnecessary convolutions and accompanied by plenty of examples.I highly 
recommend this book if you are looking for an easy fun read of Sanskrit Grammar.15 of 16 people found the following 
review helpful. Perfect for beginners!By CAs a beginning learner of Sanskrit, a student can progress easily by using 
this book.- Grammar is explained thoroughly, yet is not tedious nor overly technical.- Lessons are the right size, which 
means the learner is not overwhelmed with material.- Exercises allow the learner to practice the lesson.- There is no 
answer key to the exercises, that I have been able to find. Hence the four stars.- The most helpful of all are the FREE 
AUDIO FILES at the University of Michigan, Center for South Asian Studies website: [...].Other books that will 
greatly help the beginning learner are:- "Introduction to Sanskrit", parts I II by Thomas Egenes- Part I: ISBN 81-208-
1140-2 and part II ISBN 81-208-1693-5- These books HAVE an ANSWER KEY at the back of each book.- 
"Devavanipravesika: An Introduction to the Sanskrit Language" by Robert P. Goldman Sally J. Sutherland Goldman-
[...].- ISBN 0-944613-40-3- There is no answer key, that I have been able to find.- There is a SOUND RECORDING 
that can be ordered from the University of California Berkeley Language Laboratory [...].- Go to "Language learning 
Media" heading, then "Search Catalog" and select "Sanskrit" from the list of languages

Samskrta-Subodhini: A Sanskrit Primer marks the culmination of Professor Deshpande's experience of teaching 
Sanskrit at the University of Michigan for over twenty-five years. Tested in classes at Michigan and elsewhere and 
successively improved for over twenty years, the teaching materials in the book now offer an effective tool to learn 
and teach Sanskrit. It aims at teaching Sanskrit as a language, rather than as a religious or mystical entity. It also 
simplifies the process of learning Sanskrit by dissociating this language-learning process from the heavy burdens 
imposed both by the tradition of Indo-European linguistics and the tradition of indigenous Sanskrit grammarians in 
India. By treating Sanskrit as a productive language, rather than as a dead language merely to be deciphered, the book 
represents a significant advance over the traditional Western approach to the study of Sanskrit.

Language NotesText: English 


