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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Some of their stories were everyday happenings and some were 
pretty out thereBy DamnjoeBased on interviews by a researcher with 3 generations of women in the far north. The 
book is research oriented as far as faithfully recording everything orally, even digressions, but it was interesting. Some 
of their stories were everyday happenings and some were pretty out there. It's crazy how life has changed so much in 
such a short amount of time.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kindle 
CustomerFascinating look into this multigenerational study of these Inuit women of different generations.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. A stunning, down-to-earth tale of the modern Arctic lifestyleBy Trevor YcasThis 
work is powerful, introducing the reader to modern Inuit life, while remembering, literally, how it became that way. 
Proceeding through the stories of three generations of women, details of life ranging from chewing caribou skins to 
soften them to broken ski-doos (snowmobiles) and unexpectedly melting ice emerge. This is a unique multi-
generational portrait of the last century of Inuit life. A quick-read, this is highly recommended!

Saqiyuq is the name the Inuit give to a strong wind that suddenly shifts direction; "Saqiyuq: Stories from the Lives of 
Three Inuit Women" is a vivid portrait of the changing nature of life in the Arctic during the twentieth century. 
Through their life stories, a grandmother, daughter, and granddaughter take us on a remarkable journey in which the 
cycles of life - childhood, adolescence, marriage, birthing and child rearing - are presented against the contrasting 
experiences of three successive generations. Their memories and reflections give us poignant insight into the history of 
the people of the new territory of Nunavut. Apphia Awa, who was born in 1931, experienced the traditional life on the 
land while Rhoda Katsak, Apphia's daughter, was part of the transitional generation who were sent to government 
schools. In contrast to both, Sandra Katsak, Rhoda's daughter, has grown up in the settlement of Pond Inlet among the 
conveniences and tensions of contemporary northern communities - video games and coffee shops but also drugs and 
alcohol. During the last years of Apphia's life Rhoda and Sandra began working to reconnect to their traditional culture 
and learn the art of making traditional skin clothing. Through the storytelling in "Saqiyuq", Apphia, Rhoda, and 
Sandra explore the transformations that have taken place in the lives of the Inuit and chart the struggle of the Inuit to 
reclaim their traditional practices and integrate them into their lives. Nancy Wachowich became friends with Rhoda 
Katsak and her family during the early 1990s and was able to record their stories before Apphia's death in 1996. 
"Saqiyuq: Stories from the Lives of Three Inuit Women" will appeal to everyone interested in the Inuit, the North, 
family bonds, and a good story.

"Wachowich skillfully brings together the life stories of three generations of related Inuit women in a manner that 
highlights the great changes that have taken place in the North. From Apphia's dominant voice to Sandra's poignant 
recognition of the difficulties young people face in what is now Nunavut, this unique collaboration makes a fresh 
contribution to our understanding of the Inuit and life in the North." Dorothy Harley Eber, author of Images of Justice, 
winner of the 1998 Canadian Authors' Association Prize for History. "I was absorbed in the stories, they flowed well, 
and I think the book will be an excellent addition to the ... literature about, and by, Inuit." Jean L. Briggs, Professor 
Emeritus, Department of Anthropology, Memorial University of Newfoundland. From the book: "Ok, yes, I will start 
talking now. I am Apphia Awa. Now I will start ... At that time we had caribou skin for our clothing, nothing else. 
Even during the summer we wore caribou skin clothing ... there were no fabrics back then for us to make clothing, 
nothing at all, only caribou skins." - Apphia Agalakti Awa. "I moved in off the land and went to school when I was 
eight years old. That is when they started trying to teach me how to become a Qallunaaq." - Rhoda Kaukjak Katsak. "I 
guess I have always felt that I wasn't Inuit enough ... I know that what I am doing right now is good, learning my roots, 
learning to sew, learning tough Inuktitut words ... Sometimes I think what I would like to do is to absorb as much 
traditional knowledge as I can and be like my name, be a Pikujak and take care of my family." - Sandra Pikujak Katsak 


