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Mike Allegra: Sarah Gives Thanks: How Thanksgiving Became a National Holiday before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Sarah Gives Thanks. How Thanksgiving Became a
National Holiday:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful! By momof4l really enjoyed sharing this with my kid's
class as guest reader on Thanksgiving. Most kids know about the origins of the holiday, but not many kids or adults
know about how it became a national holiday. Educational about Thanksgiving AND about an early women's libber!2
of 2 people found the following review helpful. A pleasant surpriseBy Stacyl purchased this book, because | met the
author through the blogosphere. | read the book, because it's an interesting story. Mike Allegraweaves alot of
information into this picture book about Sarah Hale and her efforts to make Thanksgiving a national holiday. It aso
shares a story of how a single mom managed to support her family in a man's world -- a 19th century man's world. The
historical facts are educational and presented in an entertaining manner. Theillustrations by David Gardner are


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080757239X

wonderful.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful and inspirational book!By CelesteWe
purchased this book for our son based on the recommendation of a family member, and found it to be an interesting
and inspirational story. My recommendation would be for the author to write about more of our national holidaysin
future books, since it really helps children understand the true meaning of a holiday, as opposed to it being "just
another day off from school".

During the nineteenth century, Sarah Josepha Hale dedicated her life to making Thanksgiving a national holiday, all
while raising a family and becoming a groundbreaking writer and women's magazine editor. Sarah Hale€'sinspiring
story, accompanied by luscious watercolor illustrations, tells the tale of one woman who wouldn't take no for an
answer.

From School Library Journal Gr 1-5-More of a biography about Sarah Josepha Hale than a holiday book, thiswell-
researched, engaging read-aloud offers youngsters a glimpse into the lives of women and families in 19th-century
Americaaswell asto the history of how Thanksgiving became a national holiday. More commonly known as the
author of "Mary Had a Little Lamb,” Hale was actually a feminist before her time, despite her lack of formal
education. When she became widowed with five young children, she wrote to support her family. Her book of poems
and first novel led to a position as an editor at Ladies Magazine. Unlike other magazines of the period, this publication
ran articles on history, science, and schools for women. Hale went on to take ajob as an "editress" at Lady's Book,
making it "the most widely read magazine in the country." As her name and opinions gained popularity, she became an
untiring advocate for making Thanksgiving a national holiday. She wrote editorials and petitioned four different
presidents over the course of 36 years, until Abraham Lincoln finally proclaimed the last Thursday of November a
holiday in 1863. Generous, full-spread watercolor illustrations add humor and colorful details about costume, home,
publishing, and political life during this period. Libraries that own Laurie Halse Anderson's Thank Y ou, Sarah: The
Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving (S S, 2002) will still want this fresh, accessible offering.-Barbara Auerbach, PS
217, Brooklyn, NY (c) Copyright 2011. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.From BooklistSarah Josepha Hale was already a published writer when her husband died, in
1822. To support her five young children, she became a novelist and, eventually, the editor of the most widely read
magazine in America, Godeys Ladys Book. Over time, Hale took up various causes, but, beginning in 1826, she
worked to make Thanksgiving a national festival and observed by all our people. Each year, she promoted the holiday
in her magazine, encouraged leaders to get behind it, and sent arequest to the president. Finally, in 1863, Lincoln
made Thanksgiving a national holiday. The informative text is clearly written, and the watercolor artwork is fluid and
engaging. Indicating the passage of time in a picture book is challenging, but Gardner manages by showing Sarah
aging, her children growing up, and a succession of U.S. presidents receiving her written requests. An authors note and
source hibliography round out this rewarding picture book on Hale and her role in the history of Thanksgiving. Grades
1-3. --Carolyn Phelan " Sarah's foresight and determination come aive int his well-told tale." BookPage, November 14,
2012



