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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Segregation: A Global 
History of Divided Cities (Historical Studies of Urban America): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Ambitious, indispensableBy Antero PietilaCarl Nightingale has 
achieved an ambitious feat by examining residential segregation in its widest historical context. Not an easy read by 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226580741


any means -- because he covers a couple of thousand years of segregation in places and cultures that vary greatly. His 
cavalcade of ethnic, class and wealth separation in global cities gives much food for thought. I bought the Kindle 
version; it's easier to carry around.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Segregation, a magisterial 
overviewBy CustomerAlthough I have worked on segregation and contact before, and was aware of some of the work 
reviewed in this book, i found this book magisterial in its broad sweep over several centuries of history. The 
connection between modern cities and old in their segregatedness is eye opening. The complicity of ordinary citizenry 
in this is extraordinary. I rate this book very highly0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very long book, I 
had to read it for ...By tiffrutherfVery long book, I had to read it for class, not one I would have read had it not been 
assigned.

When we think of segregation, what often comes to mind is apartheid South Africa, or the American South in the age 
of Jim Crowtwo societies fundamentally premised on the concept of the separation of the races. But as Carl H. 
Nightingale shows us in this magisterial history, segregation is everywhere, deforming cities and societies 
worldwide.Starting with segregations ancient roots, and what the archaeological evidence reveals about humanitys 
long-standing use of urban divisions to reinforce political and economic inequality, Nightingale then moves to the 
world of European colonialism. It was there, he shows, segregation based on colorand eventually on racetook hold; the 
British East India Company, for example, split Calcutta into White Town and Black Town. As we follow Nightingales 
story around the globe, we see that division replicated from Hong Kong to Nairobi, Baltimore to San Francisco, and 
more. The turn of the twentieth century saw the most aggressive segregation movements yet, as white communities 
almost everywhere set to rearranging whole cities along racial lines. Nightingale focuses closely on two striking 
examples: Johannesburg, with its state-sponsored separation, and Chicago, in which the goal of segregation was 
advanced by the more subtle methods of real estate markets and housing policy.For the first time ever, the majority of 
humans live in cities, and nearly all those cities bear the scars of segregation. This unprecedented, ambitious history 
lays bare our troubled past, and sets us on the path to imagining the better, more equal cities of the future.

The scope of the work is challenging and impressive. . . . This book deserves to be widely read, for in presenting cities 
through the lens of segregation (or vice versa), it opens up a new series of relationships that will enrich a number of 
disciplines. 


