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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beginning of Women's Suffrage MovementBy David H. CaryThis
title attracted me as | was born and raised in Utica, NY, and Senaca Fallsis a suburb of that city.In fact | learned to
swim in aswimming pool located in Senaca Falls. The book centersitself around the first meeting that took place there
that began the start of the Women's Rights Movement.For any interested in this subject | would consider it a must
read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellent read on Women's rights beginings.By Rebecca
KrugerThis book was well written. | liked getting to know the founders, backgrounds and relationships. | was
disappointed to see how selfishness kept the Women's rights movement from progressing. In the section on the
Religious Awaking she mentions that William Miller's group has died out which is not true. The Seventh-day
Adventist Church claims William Miller as one of their founders. Google the Seventh-day Adventist Church and see
how extensive their outreach. Anyone interested in Women's right must read this book.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. A very informative readBy Terry P.l learned things | did not know before about this
movement. | highly recommend this book to anyone wanting to know the real story.

In aquiet town of Seneca Falls, New Y ork, over the course of two daysin July, 1848, a small group of women and
men, led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, held a convention that would launch the woman's rights
movement and change the course of history. The implications of that remarkable convention would be felt around the
world and indeed are still being felt today. In Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Woman's Rights Movement, the
latest contribution to Oxford's acclaimed Pivotal Moments in American History series, Sally McMillen unpacks, for
the first time, the full significance of that revolutionary convention and the enormous changesit produced. The book
covers 50 years of women's activism, from 1840-1890, focusing on four extraordinary figures--L ucretia Mott,
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucy Stone, and Susan B. Anthony. McMillen tells the stories of their lives, how they came to
take up the cause of women's rights, the astonishing advances they made during their lifetimes, and the lasting and
transformative effects of the work they did. At the convention they asserted full equality with men, argued for greater
legal rights, greater professional and education opportunities, and the right to vote--ideas considered wildly radical at
the time. Indeed, looking back at the convention two years later, Anthony called it "the grandest and greatest reform of
all time--and destined to be thus regarded by the future historian." In thislively and warmly written study, Sally
McMillen may well be the future historian Anthony was hoping to find. A vibrant portrait of a major turning point in
American women's history, and in human history, this book is essential reading for anyone wishing to fully understand
the origins of the woman's rights movement.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . McMillen, who chairs the history department at Davidson College, presents afine
history of the 1848 Seneca Falls convention, which galvanized the women's movement through the remainder of the
19th century and also affected concurrent struggles for temperance, abolition and educational reform. Narrowing her
focus to four suffragistsElizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott, Susan B. Anthony and Lucy StoneMcMillen nimbly
weaves their stories with the larger narrative of reform. After a splendid introductory chapter that outlines the legal
injustices most women suffered (typically, they could not vote, hold property or receive equal pay for their work),
McMillen describes the convention itself, about which we know relatively little (Stanton gave it just two sentencesin
her mammoth memoir) and then traces its unexpectedly weighty impact on reformers through the decades. She does an
outstanding job of discussing how religion functioned as both an impetus and an obstacle to reform, and pays
particular attention to how the women's movement broke apart during Reconstruction because of internal bickering,
racism and class divisions. Thisis not arevisionist work or a substantial challenge to the conventional historiography
of suffrage, but awell-written and cogent synthesis accessible to the general reader while remaining firmly grounded
in primary sources. 20 bw illus. (Feb.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved. "McMillen tells the story of the woman's rights movement quite well, and her book adds to our
understanding of the woman's rights movement.”--Sherry H. Penney, The Journal of American
History"McMillen...presents afine history of the 1848 Seneca Falls convention...a well-written and cogent synthesis
accessible to the general reader while remaining firmly grounded in primary sources."--Publishers Weekly"McMillen
clearly articulates 50 years of critical women's political activism.... If for no other reason, that discussion of the
relationship between race and gender struggles makes this work particularly timely in the 2008 election season."--
Bust"Sally McMillen weaves together compelling biographies of colorful leaders with an engaging analysis of the
broader reform movements that transformed the texture and trajectory of American society. It is an extraordinary story
of ideals and energies that continue to shape American life. In short, McMillen offers alearned and lucid overview of
amovement that still moves us."--David Emory Shi, President of Furman University; author of Facing Facts. Realism
in American Thought and Culture, 1850-1900"Tracing the developments that led up to and away from the Woman's
Rights Convention of 1848, the volume makes a major contribution to women's history and to American history."--
Nancy A. Hewitt, Rutgers University" This book provides a compulsively readable history of nineteenth-century
American feminism--its origins, struggles, achievements, and legacies. | know of no more insightful account of the
birth and evolution of the movement to overcome gender inequality.”--Steven Mintz, John and Rebecca M oores



Professor of History, University of Houston"Sally McMillen offers the most compl ete discussion yet of the origins and
the impact of this event that started the American women's movement and would change the world."--Marjorie Julian
Spruill, Professor of History, The University of South Carolina; author of ew Women of the New South"McMillen
deftly demonstrates how ordinary women transformed their lives and America's future by rejecting the pedestal to join
the rough and tumble of nineteenth century reform politics. Her achievement is to make this transformation accessible
yet complex, commonplace yet extraordinary."--Catherine Clinton, Queen's University-BelfastAbout the AuthorSally
McMillenisthe Mary Reynolds Babcock Professor of History and Department Chair at Davidson College. Sheisthe
author of Motherhood in the Old South and Southern Women: Black and White in the Old South. She livesin
Davidson, North Caralina.



