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Catherine Rubin Kermorgant : Servants of the Goddess: The Modern-Day Devadasis  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Servants of the Goddess: The Modern-Day 
Devadasis: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Steep Yourself in a Rich, Intriguing TaleBy Kathy MayerI heard 
about this book from a friend and knew immediately I would be intrigued. And was I ever! All new information to me. 
I felt like I was on the trip with the author and sharing in her experiences. Her writing is rich with details, accessible 
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and brings readers a world that most would not know. I finished this a couple of weeks ago, and my heart is still 
aching. I was deeply touched by the true stories, the struggles of the Indian women she writes about, the connections 
she formed with them and all I learned. My hats off to the author for her honesty, poignant writing, respect for the 
women she writes about and their culture, and her gift of this book to readers.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. A compelling read.By RobCCRMs Kermorgant recalls her India adventures with just the right amount detail, 
historical fact and humor. She meets some wonderfully colorful people on her travels, all with their own incredible 
stories faithfully retold. The story of the Devadasis is an historically long and colorful one. Once held in the highest 
esteem, reduced now to surviving on the streets. A compelling story, very well told.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Couldn't put it down...By ParisFanA fascinating book, beautifully written by Catherine Rubin 
Kermorgant. Ms. Kermorgant remains rigorous in her scholarship and her observations as she recounts important 
stories to be told regarding the condition of girls and women who are Devadasis.

Servants of the Goddess weaves together the heartbreaking, yet paradoxically life-affirming stories of five devadasis--
women, in the clutches of an ancient fertility cult, forced to serve the gods. Catherine Rubin Kermorgant sets out 
attempting to make a documentary film about the lives of present-day devadasis. Through her, we meet and get to 
know the devadasi women of Kalyana, a remote village in Karnataka. As they grow to trust Kermorgant and welcome 
her as an honorary sister, we hear their stories in their own words: stories of oppression and violence, but more 
importantly, of resistance and resilience. Kermorgant becomes a part of these stories and finds herself unwittingly 
enmeshed in a world of gender and caste bias which extends far beyond Kalyana--all the way to Paris, where the 
documentary is to be edited and produced.Servants of the Goddess is a testament to women's strength and spirit, and a 
remarkably astute analysis of gender and caste relations in today's rural India. servantsofthegoddess.com


