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Cathy Schneider : Shantytown Protest in Pinochet's Chile  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Shantytown Protest in Pinochet's Chile: 

"A study of local-level social and political organizations during the early years of military rule and of the protest 
between 1983-86. The author points to the presence (or absence) of a strong Communist party nucleus and a historical 
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tradition (pre-1973) of political involvement, not levels of poverty or unemployment, as factors determining the extent 
of politicization and involvement. She offers more detailed portraits of activists and organizations than Oxhorn, but 
less coverage of their relations with political parties, and of developments beyond 1986"--Handbook of Latin 
American Studies, v. 57.

"Shantytown Protest is one of the richest and most interesting accounts of popular mobilizations in urban Latin 
America that I have ever seen. The description of popular resistance under conditions of extreme material scarcity and 
ruthless military repression is fascinating. The book is a major contribution to the research literatures on Third World 
urbanization and Latin America politics." --Alejandro Portes, John Dewey Professor of Sociology and International 
Relations, The Johns Hopkins University "With an anthropologist's sympathetic ear, an activist's reasoned zeal, a 
social scientist's theoretical sensibility, and a journalist's deft pen, Cathy Schneider has brought to life Chile's 
burgeoning shantytown politics of the 1980s. From the overthrow of Allende to the fall of Pinochet, she chronicles and 
explains the swirling of popular struggles. Read her and learn." --Charles Tilly, Director, Center for Studies of Social 
Change, New School for Social Research "Cathy Schneider's book shows how democratic nation-building depends not 
only on how elites maneuver, but crucially on how ordinary citizens mobilize on behalf of democracy. She has 
successfully brought together Latin American studies and social science, the human drama of the shantytown protests 
with the analytical perspectives of social movement studies." --Sidney Tarrow, Professor of Government, Cornell 
UniversityFrom the PublisherA study of Chile's shantytown resistance testifies to the power of popular strugglesFrom 
the Inside Flap"Shantytown Protest is one of the richest and most interesting accounts of popular mobilizations in 
urban Latin America that I have ever seen. The description of popular resistance under conditions of extreme material 
scarcity and ruthless military repression is fascinating. The book is a major contribution to the research literatures on 
Third World urbanization and Latin America politics." Alejandro Portes, John Dewey Professor of Sociology and 
International Relations, The Johns Hopkins University "With an anthropologist's sympathetic ear, an activist's 
reasoned zeal, a social scientist's theoretical sensibility, and a journalist's deft pen, Cathy Schneider has brought to life 
Chile's burgeoning shantytown politics of the 1980s. From the overthrow of Allende to the fall of Pinochet, she 
chronicles and explains the swirling of popular struggles. Read her and learn." Charles Tilly, Director, Center for 
Studies of Social Change, New School for Social Research "Cathy Schneider's book shows how democratic nation-
building depends not only on how elites maneuver, but crucially on how ordinary citizens mobilize on behalf of 
democracy. She has successfully brought together Latin American studies and social science, the human drama of the 
shantytown protests with the analytical perspectives of social movement studies." Sidney Tarrow, Professor of 
Government, Cornell University 


