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Lucy O'Brien : She Bop 2: The Definitive History of Women in Rock, Pop and Soul  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised She Bop 2: The Definitive History of Women in 
Rock, Pop and Soul: 

Popular music grew out of ragtime, vaudeville and the blues, to become global mass entertainment. Women like Ma 
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Rainey and Bessie Smith were the original pop divas, yet 80 years after they blazed a trail, have their successors 
achieved the recognition and affirmation they deserve? Or has the only way to success been to slot into saleable 
images of the cute babe or sexy chanteuse? This text refuses to look at women artists simply as personalities, problems 
or victims. From dream babes to rock chicks , this is the uncompromising story of women as creators and innovators. 
It aims to provide a history of women in rock, pop and soul - on stage, on camera and working behind the scenes in a 
male - dominated industry. This edition includes an additional chapter and dozens of extra interviews, covering trends 
such as Girlpower, Lilith Fair rock, and the rise of the corporate Diva.

"...more than an encyclopedia; its well-written, thoroughly researched, and uncompromising in its presentation of 
women as creators and innovators." -- Boston Phoenix, December 6, 2002"[OBriens] skill as a matter-of-fact 
storyteller weaves the books diverse subjects together and propels the reader through genres and eras" -- BookForum, 
Fall 2002"true rock n roll styleA fascinating glimpse into the world of female pop." -- The Express (UK), July 13, 
2002A must for any serious muso's bookshelf. -- MaximAnybody who has shoved a bulging sock down their pants 
before picking up their 'guitar' should probably read this book. -- Tori AmosO'Brien has written a top-notch, 
impressively thorough history of women in the industry. -- Publishers WeeklyOne of the biggest and best 'women in 
rock' tomes. -- CosmopolitanAbout the AuthorLucy O'Brien is the author of two previous books: the bestsellers Annie 
Lennox (1991), and Dusty (1989, 1999), which has been adapted for the forthcoming Maverick/VH1 film The Dusty 
Springfield Story. 


