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From Brand: State University of New York Press : Shelter and Society: Theory, Research, and Policy for 
Nonprofit Housing (SUNY Series on Urban Public Policy) (Suny Series, Urban Public Policy)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shelter and Society: Theory, Research, 
and Policy for Nonprofit Housing (SUNY Series on Urban Public Policy) (Suny Series, Urban Public Policy): 

Dissatisfied with the performance of government and the for-profit sector in the provision of low-income housing, 
housing policymakers have increasingly turned to the nonprofit sector. The nonprofit housing sector, despite its small 
size in the United States and its serious problems with production and management capacity, benefits in the public eye 
from the positive aura of volunteerism, coupled with the vague promise of shifting governmental fiscal burdens to 
philanthropy and private charity. But despite the favorable aura of nonprofit housing, governments and housing 
advocates in the United States display limited understanding of the nonprofit sector. This book addresses this 
deficiency by examining theory, research, and policy. It moves beyond descriptions of current nonprofit housing 
providers and the programs they use, to a deeper level of understanding of the nonprofit housing sector, providing the 
policymaker, administrator, and advocate, as well as the scholar and student, with the theoretical and research 
grounding from which to develop better policies, practices, and research. Contributors to this book include Peter J. 
Boelhouwer, Rachel G. Bratt, Peter Dreier, Robert Dyck, Scott Hebert, C. Theodore Koebel, William M. Rohe, 
Bishwapriya Sanyal, Richard Steinberg, Harry M. H. van der Heiden, James Wallace, and Robert B. Whittlesey.

About the AuthorC. Theodore Koebel is Director of the Center for Housing Research and Associate Professor of 
Housing and Urban Planning at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. He is the author of Urban 
Redevelopment, Displacement, and the Future of the American City and coauthor of The Virginia Housing Atlas: 
Housing Trends and Patterns to 1990. 


