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G. Thomas Couser : Signifying Bodies: Disability in Contemporary Life Writing (Corporealities: Discourses Of 
Disability)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Signifying 
Bodies: Disability in Contemporary Life Writing (Corporealities: Discourses Of Disability): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Helpful and Interesting Read!By CustomerSo helpful in my 
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university research.

"Thomas Couser's Signifying Bodies comes at a crucial moment when debates about physician assisted suicide, 
genetic engineering, and neo-natal screening are raising the question of what constitutes a 'life worth living' for 
persons with disabilities. Couser's work engages these debates by exploring the extensive number of personal 
narratives by or about persons with disabilities. As Couser brilliantly demonstrates through synoptic readings, these 
works challenge the 'preferred rhetorics' by which such narratives are usually written (triumphalist, gothic, nostalgic) 
while making visible the variegated nature of embodied life."---Michael Davidson, University of California, San 
Diego"Signifying Bodies shows us that life writing about disability is . . . everywhere. . . . From obituary to 
documentary film to ethnography to literary memoir to the law, the book casts a wide net, detailing how various 
written and filmed responses to disability both enact and resist conventional narrative patterns. [This] not only 
broadens our idea about where to look for life writing, but also demonstrates how thoroughly stereotypes about 
disability mediate our social and artistic languages---even when an author has (so-called) the best intentions."---
Susannah B. Mintz, Skidmore College

About the AuthorG. Thomas Couser is Professor of English at Hofstra University. His other books include American 
Autobiography: The Prophetic Mode; Altered Egos: Authority in American Autobiography; Recovering Bodies: 
Illness, Disability, and Life Writing; and Vulnerable Subjects: Ethics and Life Writing. 


