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Allen Paul Speer, Janet Barton Speer : Sistersof Providence: The Search for God in the Frontier South (1843-

1858) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sisters of
Providence: The Search for God in the Frontier South (1843-1858):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not as much a favorite as"From Banner Elk to Boonville" but now a
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...By DORISAnother Allen Paul Speer book. Not as much afavorite as " From Banner Elk to Boonville" but now abad
book either. Love to hear about the region and folks where my relatives have lived.2 of 2 people found the following
review helpful. A remarkable contribution to 19th century American history.By Midwest Book ReviewSisters Of
Providence: The Search For God In The Frontier South 1843-1858 is based on the lives and writings of two sisters,
Jennie and Ann Speer, daughters of ayeoman farmer and sistersto Civil War Colonel Asbury Speer. These were two
remarkable women who developed an affinity for Y ankees and Y ankee ideas, the rights of women, northern reform
movements, and a dedicated opposition to the institution of slavery. Both sisters wrote with eloquence and grace of
their observations, reflections, and opinions. Sisters Of Providence is aremarkable and much appreciated contribution
to the annals of 19th Century American history.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Poetic Women from
another EraBy A CustomerWith words, women of this era were set loose from their confining environment. In today's
world, where the young can openly explore most anything, words have lost their allure. These pre Civil War women
sought meaning and truth in their writings, many of which were written only to heard in the privacy of their own
minds. Thiswork should be read much like one would read an Emily Dickinson poem, taking each entry and exploring
it for its many layers of meaning.

The lives and writings of these two sisters, Jennie and Ann Speer, provide us awindow on aworld that for along time
was rarely seen and only recently has been exposed. The life of neither sister is an altogether happy one. The writings
of bothJennie in particularare full of akind of yearning, of sadness, of possibilities not realized. One feels both a vast
sympathy and strong admiration for these sisters who dwelled in obscurity and wanted to be heard. Now, with the
publication of their writings, unread for nearly a century and a half past, they are no longer silenced.

"...Onefeels...avast sympathy and strong admiration for these sisters who dwelled in obscurity and wanted to be
heard..." -- Dr. Fred Hobson, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill "...Through [the Speers] skill, the separate
writings of Jennie and Ann are brought together to make an understandable whole..." -- Jim Thompson, Editor, The
Mountain TimesAbout the AuthorAllen Paul Speer is a professor of education and associate professor of social studies
at Lees-McRae College. He livesin Banner Elk, North Carolina.



