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Karen T Seccombe : "So You Think I Drive a Cadillac?" Welfare Recipients' Perspectives on the System and 
Its Reform (3rd Edition)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised "So You Think I Drive a Cadillac?" Welfare Recipients' Perspectives on the System and Its Reform (3rd 
Edition): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good infor for people who think you get a lot ...By Crysanniagood 
infor for people who think you get a lot of free stuff and have it easy if your poor. It sucks to be poor, and nobody who 
is mentally well enjoys it and says yeah this is how I want to live! I love to struggle and beg for every square of toilet 
paper.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. greatBy bebisFor school, great book1 of 1 people found the 
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following review helpful. Eye openingBy Amy CyrI did not realize how the welfare system "really" works for people 
nor did I understand why it was so hard for people to get away from/off of the system. I had to read this book for an 
assignment for one of my classes and I am glad that I did this opened my eyes to a whole new aspect of how people 
really live day to day.

This down-to-earth look at the welfare system provides readers with stories from welfare recipients themselves and 
from those who recently left welfare for work: how they got onto welfare, what the reality of welfare (and welfare 
reform) is for them, issues in raising their families, their plans, hopes, and dreams are for the future, and some of the 
struggles they face as they try to leave the welfare system. Welfare recipients who were interviewed by the author in 
Florida and Oregon share their perspectives on work requirements, family caps, time limits, and other features of the 
new welfare reform (TANF) program. They discuss the importance of a livable wage and health insurance in 
providing the needed security to leave welfare for good. These qualitative interviews are theoretically grounded, and 
supplemented with up-to-date statewide and national data on welfare reform and its consequences. The author says, 
Underneath the political rhetoric and welfare statistics are real live human beings who are trying to make sense out of 
their lives. Their voices provide a crucial counterpoint to the politicians and policy experts who have shaped the policy 
reform initiative. They show us that the so-called welfare problem is related to the insecurity of low-tier work in the 
United States.

From the Back CoverThis down-to-earth look at the welfare system provides readers with rich stories from welfare 
recipients themselves and from those who recently left welfare for work: how they got onto welfare, what the reality of 
welfare (and welfare reform) is for them, issues in raising their families, their plans, hopes, and dreams are for the 
future, and some of the struggles they face as they try to leave the welfare system. Superb qualitative work. Insightful, 
moving, and a good chance for students to see research in action.]]About the AuthorKaren Seccombe, M.S.W, Ph.D . 
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