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Kenneth Gergen, Mary Gergen : Social Construction: Entering the Dialogue (Focus Book)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Social Construction: Entering the Dialogue 
(Focus Book): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Nice readBy EddieTightly knit overview of the distinctions between 
the constructivist theory and traditionalist approaches to meaning making. Highly recommended for scholars and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0788021273


practitioners alike.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Social construction - an engaging perspectiveBy 
Nick Dayton PhDDr. Gergen intends this book a primer on social construction and it serves the purpose well. I'm a 
strong believer that words matter, and they start mattering in this work in its co-title "Entering the Dialog." The 
concept of social construction with its created reality is firmly established in this book. A small book and a good read, 
but not a light and quick read - it'll make you think about it, as it should.0 of 5 people found the following review 
helpful. Boring and Waste of TimeBy Paul FeigerRead the entire book. Was surprised to find such notable authors 
resort to so many generalites, nominalization and non-defined platitudes. All this without really getting any 
information of substance about the subject. This was money mis-spent.

Ken and Mary Gergen present an account of social constructionist thought that will enable students, colleagues and 
practitioners - as well as those who are simply curious - to gain a basic understanding and appreciation of the drama 
and constructionist ideas in action - in organizations, psychotherapy, education, conflict resolution, social research, 
and everyday life. This book outlines in an easy to read format, the underlying theory for the Taos Institute's work and 
mission in the world.

Interesting, thought provoking, and a little unnerving...Its ramifications are huge. ----Andrew Voudouris, Penn State 
undergraduateThis is the most beautiful and thought provoking book I have yet to come across in my rather not so 
long and not so wide scholarly world. ----Temi M. Multia, Nairobi, KenyaI am so appreciative that you've presented 
the over-arching theory in such a succinct and accessible manner. We're finding it relevant to dealing with the 
religion/science divisiveness within my family...and can also see what a powerful tool social constructionism can be, 
benefiting everyone from one-to-one relationships to international wheeling and dealings. ----Deborah CurtisAbout the 
AuthorKenneth J. Gergen is a Senior Research Professor at Swarthmore College, USA, and President of the Taos 
Institute. He has been the recipient of many awards throughout the world. His major works include Realities and 
Relationships: Soundings in Social Construction; The Saturated Self: Dilemmas of Identity in Contemporary Life; and 
Relational Being: Beyond Self and Community.Dr. Gergen is Professor Emerita at Penn State University, Brandywine, 
in the Philadelphia area. She has taught courses in many subfields in psychology and in Women's Studies. Her major 
academic focus has been on social constructionist theory and feminism. Currently she is an officer in the Taos 
Institute, a non-profit educational organization. She also advises Ph.D. students in applied social science fields. Her 
work has taken her to many countries around the glove, most recently Nanjing, China. Recent collaborators include 
Kenneth J. Gergen and Ellen Cole. 


