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Richard Hofstadter : Social Darwinism in American Thought  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Social Darwinism in American Thought: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerExcellent4 of 5 people found the following 
review helpful. UNDERSATANDING AMERICANSBy D. MitchellONE OF THE BEST BOOKS WRITTEN ON 
THE AMERICAN WAY OF THINKING AND EXPLAINING THE UNDERLYING ATTITUDE and beliefs 
regarding our attitude about social issues and social responsibility. This thought provoking work is as relevant today if 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807055034


not more so than the day it was first published.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy D. M. 
SheThis is a really good book, and the seller had both a great price and fast delivery.

Social Darwinism in American Thought portrays the overall influence of Darwin on American social theory and the 
notable battle waged among thinkers over the implications of evolutionary theory for social thought and political 
action. Theorists such as Herbert Spencer and William Graham Sumner adopted the idea of the struggle for existence 
as justification for the evils as well as the benefits of laissez-faire modern industrial society. Others such as William 
James and John Dewey argued that human planning was needed to direct social development and improve upon the 
natural order. Hofstadter's classic study of the ramifications of Darwinism is a major analysis of the social 
philosophies that animated intellectual movements of the Gilded Age and the Progressive Era.

From Publishers WeeklyThe much-honored late historian Hofstadter inaugurated the study of social Darwinism in his 
1944 Ph.D. thesis, reprinted here with an introduction by noted contemporary historian Foner. Copyright 1992 
Cahners Business Information, Inc. A book that is in many ways a model of its kind . . . Mr. Hofstadter is compact, 
lucid, informed, vigorous . . . If you really want to know why and how some of the contradictions in American social 
thought came into being, Social Darwinism is as excellent a study as you can hope to find. The New York TimesFrom 
the Back CoverTracing the impact of Darwin on thinkers throughout the gilded Age and the Progressive era, 'Social 
Darwinism' shows how a politically neutral scientific theory has been adapted with skillful rhetoric to contradictory 
purposes. 


