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Ryszard Praszkier, Andrzej Nowak : Social Entrepreneurship: Theory and Practice before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Social Entrepreneurship: Theory and Practice:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Insightful and CriticalBy JDS WestSocia Entrepreneurship: Theory
and Practice iswell worth the time of anyone interested in the field.In a nice difference to many other books on the
subject, this book situates social entrepreneurship to broader theories of social change. For me, thisis the unique and
valuable contribution the book makes.My only hesitation about recommending the book as a stand alone reader on the
subject of socia entrepreneurship is that the focusis decidedly heroic. This book like many do a great job of looking


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521149789

into the actions of successful individualsin the field. | would like to see complementary discussion about social
entrepreneurship as these ventures operate in organizational, community, and larger levels of interaction.Nonethel ess,
I highly recommend this book as a concise review of social entrepreneurship as an approach to address complex social
problems.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP - A PROBING
ANALY SIS OF THE THEORY OF CHANGE ASWELL AS EXAMPLES OF THE PRACTICEBY C. Thomas
BooneThisis avery serious book. Ryszard Praszkier is aresearcher at the University of Warsaw whose main interest
is profound, peaceful social transition for the good of all. His entire life has been dedicated to social change and he
was active about social change for Solidarity rose to power and the Wall came down. Ryszard is also an erudite
sociologist. SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP adeptly examines numerous "how-to" theories of social change. It
compares and contrasts conceptual models which fit some situations but not others - and sometimes even seem to bein
conflict with each other. Other than advocating profound, peaceful social transition and the positive process of
systemic change, Ryszard does not seem to favor one model over another but instead illustrates through examples of
people who are really making social change on amass, if not continental, scale how each theoretical concept can be
seen to fit into the whole. From the dynamics of social change, through the concept of socia capitol, through
"transformational" change, even tackling the insoluble, intractable socia problems confronting the world today,
Ryszard provides a coherent insight, clearly delineated, well reasoned thoughtful and sometimes painfully honest
examination of what we understand about social change and where the whole "field" of social entrepreneurship is
today. Thisis not abook for those who seek hack rip-off simplistic understanding of the nature of social change. This
book is for those who are serious students, who have both an intellectual and practical desire to truly study the underlie
sociological concepts (and "science” as much as any thing that is sociological truly fallsinto the scientific category
because the work hereis extremely well annotated and footnoted and genuinely reflects the state-of-the-art
sociological thinking among many whose lives are dedicated to improving our social lot and well-being, aswell as
really understanding the mechanisms of change and the methods of those who are most untactful. That isto say - this
work, while not being a difficult read, is not for the faint of heart. Thisisfor serious students who really want "to eat
the whole thing" (so to speak). | highly recommend this book because there is a bona fide paradigm shift here and one
that has to do with changing society by dealing with the underlying motivators and structures that have resulted in the
evolution of the status quo. And also because aside from being extremely intelligent, it just plain makes awhole lot of
common sense. It will definitely make you think. A veritable gold mine for those who want to solve the insoluble,
intractable social problems, who seek a profound transition transformation to the hopefully better world of tomorrow
for the good of all. An absolute must read!0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Social EntrpreneurshipBy
Kindle CustomerThe only way to get ahead is to start with an idea and build something from that. Working for
someone else will never get you ahead.

Socia Entrepreneurship: Theory and Practice details how socia entrepreneurship can creatively solve pressing and
seemingly insurmountable social problems. Theories of social change are presented to help demystify the "magic" of
making an immense, yet durable and irreversible social impact. In-depth case studies from multiple disciplines and
from around the globe document how social entrepreneurs foster bottom-up change that empowers people and
societies. The authors review the specific personality traits of socia entrepreneurs and introduce the new leadership
model required for 21st-century development. This book is valuable to undergraduate, graduate, and post-graduate
students, while remaining accessible to non-academic readers due to its clear language, illustrative case studies, and
guidelines on how to apply socia entrepreneurship, or become a successful social entrepreneur.

"Science can open anew line of understanding by observing phenomena closely. Thisiswhat is happening with
Richard Praszkier and Andrzej Nowak's book. It is afascinating read that blends together cutting-edge scientific
understanding with real life stories. It isabook that will not only explain but also invite much needed social

change." -- Andrea Bartoli, Columbia University"World changers who are seeking inspiration, guidance, and how-to's
should read this book; each of the twelve chaptersis an encyclopedic synthesis of compelling social entrepreneurs
stories and successful models for growing positive impact and building networks that improve society." - R. Paul
Herman, CEO, www.HIPinvestor.com"This book is unique: it combines rich and colorful cases from hard-earned
practical experience with atheoretical basis for social entrepreneurship. Placed in the context of the social capital and
socia network theories, the work will show you how to find afulcrum for change and how to leverage in producing
lasting results. Praszkier and Nowak will tell you what characterizes successful social entrepreneurs and how to set of f
aprocess of social innovation for the betterment of communities, societies and, indeed, the world. With this book, the
authors help institutionalize social entrepreneurship as amajor force for the good.” - Vladimir Zwass, Fairleigh
Dickinson University"...valuable.... The depth of this volume differs from that of how-to books such as Rupert
Scofield's The Social Entrepreneur's Handbook (2011), or extended case study type works like Muhammad Y unus's
Building Social Business (CH, Sep'10, 48-0381). This work will add clarity to any course covering social
entrepreneurship.... Highly recommended..." --J. J. Janney, University of Dayton, CHOICE"...Social Entrepreneurship:



Theory and Practice provides good, concrete examples of successful social entrepreneurs, an overview of the
processes, and a good introduction that offers opportunities for further discussion and motivation for research and
development. It would be a valuable asset for any student wanting to learn about the field of social entrepreneurship,
the development of social capital, and the functions of networks. The references provide a broad listing of research
done on thistopic..." --Mr. George W. Doherty, PsycCRITIQUESAbout the AuthorRyszard Praszkier, Ph.D., isa
researcher at the University of Warsaw Complex Systems Research Center. Hismain field of interest involves the
mechanisms of profound peaceful transitions, including social-change processes facilitated by social entrepreneurs,
with a special focus on the role and properties of social networks supporting durable social change. Dr Praszkier has
authored several academic publications regarding how social entrepreneurs find innovative ways to approach
intractable conflicts. For more than 15 years, he has worked for Ashoka, Innovators for the Public, an international
association that promotes social entrepreneurship in more than 70 countries.



