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academic or just a socially aware citizen, this book has something for you. Each chapter has a well written synopsis 
that provides the average reader with all of the information necessary to understand the political and economic 
conditions as they impacted the poor for specific time periods in American history. The solutions that are implemented 
and the results are also included, along with edititorials and similar papers from the time period being discussed. The 
summaries are easy to follow and the background information provides much more insight into areas the reader might 
wish to delve deeper into. The result is combination book, which should be of interest to the socially conscious and the 
academic. I definately left with a better understanding of just how complex the issue of poverty is.

The voices of famous and lesser known figures in America's quest to reduce poverty are collected for the first time in 
this comprehensive historical anthology. The book traces the most important ideas and contributions of citizens, 
activists, labour leaders, scholars, politicians, and governmental agencies to ensure American citizens the basics of 
food, housing, employment, education, and health care. The book follows the idea of poverty reduction from Thomas 
Paine's agrarian justice to Josiah Quincy's proposal for the construction of poorhouses; from the Freedmen's Bureau to 
Sitting Bull's demand for money and supplies; from Coxey's army of the unemployed to Jane Addams's Hull House; 
from the Civil Works Administration to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s call for an Economic Bill of Rights; and from 
William Julius Wilson's universal programme of reform to George W. Bush's armies of compassion.

"the story told by Myers-Lipton is profoundly educational and is a must read for those seeking to lay the ground for 
meeting America's poverty challenge in the future." Tracey L. Farrigan, Cambridge Journal of Regions, Economy and 
Society Scott J. Myers-Lipton has compiled an impressive array of articles on the social context of poverty in the 
United States and on the various plans and proposals to alleviate human suffering. His unique volume could become a 
standard reference not only for scholars and students who study poverty, but also for policymakers and citizens 
seeking realistic solutions. William Julius Wilson, Louis P. and Linda L. Geyser University Professor, Harvard 
University "Social Solutions to Poverty: Americas Struggle to Build a Just Society is one of those rare books that 
should be bought, read, kept, and used again and again. It is not only an unsettling story of poverty and the attempts to 
relieve it, but a reference work that teachers, students, and serious thinkers of whatever station will want to keep close 
at hand. Dr. Charles Lemert, Wesleyan University "Ranging across time and including views of a diverse group of 
Americans - from Thomas Paine to Tecumseh and from W.E.B. Du Bois to Herbert Hoover, Huey Long, and George 
W. Bush - this book not only provides the reader with insight into the history of our society's debates about the 
challenge of poverty, it also can help lay the foundation for future steps to respond to that challenge." Congressman 
Mark Udall "At a time in which scholarly policy work often has become divorced from the acute reality of pain and 
suffering, Myers-Lipton has delivered up a treatise that harkens back to Michael Harrington's moving wake-up call, 
'The Other America.'" J. Larry Brown About the AuthorScott J. Myers-Lipton, Professor of Sociology at San Jose 
State University, is the author of Rebuild America: Solving the Economic Crisis through Civic Works and Social 
Solutions to Poverty: America's Struggle to Build a Just Society, as well as numerous scholarly articles. He founded 
the successful effort to raise the minimum wage in San Jose from $8 to $10, and the Gulf Coast Civic Works 
Campaign, an initiative to develop 100,000 prevailing wage jobs for local and displaced workers after Hurricane 
Katrina. He has worked to help students develop solutions to poverty by taking them to live at homeless shelters, the 
Navajo and Lakota nations, the US Gulf Coast, and Kingston, Jamaica.Charles Lemert is Senior Fellow in the Center 
for Comparative Research, Yale University, and Vice-Chancellor's Professorial Fellow, University of South Australia, 
Adelaide. He is the author of numerous books including Uncertain Worlds, with Immanuel Wallerstein and Carlos 
Rojas, and Thinking the Unthinkable. 


