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Deirdre Heenan, Derek Birrell : Social Work in Northern Ireland: Conflict and Change  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Social Work in Northern Ireland: Conflict and 
Change: 

Written in an accessible style, this book highlights the distinctive aspects of social work policy and practice in 
Northern Ireland. It covers the historical development of social work, explores the challenges that have arisen from 
delivering services both during and post conflict and addresses the new imperatives created after the devolution 
settlement. Exploring many major themes - including social exclusion, devolution and working across borders - the 
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book demonstrates how Northern Ireland's experience can provide lessons for national and international theory and 
practice.

This valuable analysis of social work operating in a divided society within very different organisational structures has 
important implications for practice elsewhere. Jeremy Harbison, Chair, NI Social Care Council 2001-2010 


