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7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A fascinating look at a population all too often overlooked.By A 
CustomerMost people living in urban centers pay no attention to the unkempt panhandlers that line the downtown 
streets. Commuters, anxious to get to their train or bus, speed by without breaking stride as the homeless ask for food 
or money.The fact is, most of us view the homeless population as more of a nuisance than real, flesh and blood people 
with their own set of societal rules and interactions. That changes after reading "Something Left to Lose." Professor 
Dordick deftly describes the very complicated social interactions under which the homeless operate. In her capable 
hands, the homeless population is transformed into a group of individuals, living in distinct environments, each with 
their own sets of concerns, dreams and needs. In short, Dr. Dordick humanizes the homeless and brings to light issues 
that impact not only the urban destitute, but our society in general. "Something Left to Lose" is a fascinating journey 
into a world most of us have chosen to ignore.

Homelessness is usually discussed in terms of its origins or in terms of its amelioration. Media accounts focus on 
poverty, lack of shelter, or attempts by the homeless, social service agencies, and government to end homelessness by 
policy and direct action. This title presents a dramatic portrait of the social and personal lives of the homeless.

"Something Left to Lose contributes to the sociological understanding of homelessness by examining improvisation 
among the denizens of four distinct niches in Manhattan's homeless topography.... Dordick has produced a 
sympathetic but unromantic account of social improvisation among the homeless."-Social ForcesFrom the PublisherA 
rare in-depth look at how homeless people construct their social worlds Outstanding Academic Title, ChoiceAbout the 
AuthorGwendolyn A. Dordick is Assistant Professor of Sociology at Hamilton College, New York. 


