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Helen K Black : Soul Pain: The Meaning of Suffering in Later Life (Society and Aging Series)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Soul Pain: The Meaning of Suffering in 
Later Life (Society and Aging Series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy akcaponteGreat book!1 of 1 people found the 
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following review helpful. Dr. Black continues to impressBy L. HolbertThis is an important read for anyone interested 
in gerentology in general, has older persons in their lives, or is interested in the psychological aspects of aging. Black 
has writen a book with great sensitivity and reason. No doubt that her work will continue to impress.

This book explores the multifaceted experience of suffering in old age. Older adults suffer from a variety of causes 
such as illness, loss, and life disappointment, to name a few. Suffering also occurs due to experiences related to one's 
gender, ethnic background, and religion. Although gerontological literature has equated suffering with depression, 
grief, pain and sadness, elders themselves distinguished suffering from these concepts and at the same time showed 
how they are linked. Narratives of suffering from community-dwelling elders are interpreted in this book, along with 
the personal meaning of suffering that lies within each narrative.

From the PublisherIntended Audience: Qualitative researchers, students of qualitative research, case study research, 
and alternative research methods. Social scientists interested in aging studies and narrative studies. Gerontologists and 
students of gerontology. Nurses, pastoral counselors, and pain management therapists. Those interested in religious 
and spiritual aspects of aging studies and/or narrative studies.About the AuthorHelen K. Black is a gerontologist and 
religious studies scholar in the Community Homecare Research Division of Thomas Jefferson University. Her 
research includes a narrative exploration of women and poverty, forgiveness at the end of life, and the cultural 
construction of dying and death. Her current research examines the phenomenology of suffering in old age. Her work 
has appeared as chapters in edited volumes, and as articles in aging, narrative, and religious studies journals. She is the 
co-author of Old Souls: Aged Women, Poverty, and the Experience of God. 


