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Josh Katz : Speaking American: How Yall, Youse, and You Guys Talk: A Visual Guide before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Speaking American: How Yall, Y ouse, and
You Guys Tak: A Visual Guide:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. An excellent visual, cartographical, and infographical presentation
on the variations in American EnglishBy Gene Rhea TuckerAn excellent visual, cartographical, and infographical
presentation on the variations in American English. Divvied up into five chapters ("parts") with a note, introduction,
conclusion, index of terms, and index of places, generally the book consists of a map comparing and contrasting what
Americans call things or sound, with atextual explanation and a map of the United States variously colored by
geography according to the ways people say things. For instance, pp. 66-67, most of the country, to varying degrees
call them green onions, while Philadel phia on up northwest generally calls them scallions. That's an easy one.Three
quibbles: (1) I don't know anyone who calls the 25-cent piece a KWOR-TER, but supposedly most of the country says
that, instead of KOR-TER, but maybe I'm just missing that; (2) for alanguage guy, the map on pp. 118-119 boggles
my mind: part of the map has "BEEN SOUNDS LIKE BEN" and the other "BEEN SOUNDS LIKE BIN," well, I'm
from part of the country (Texas) where the | and E sound the same, so BEN and BIN sound the same to me (just like
BEEN), same goes for pin and pen, tin and ten, windy and Wendy, etc., so this map was a struggle for me; and, the
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most egregious, (3) in the section of "How to Pretend Y ou're From Colorado” there isthis text (p. 90): "Note too that
the town north of Denver is pronounced lewis-ville, not louie-ville, asit isin Kenucky"my grandfather is from
Kentucky, and THEY DO NOT SAY LOUIE-VILLE, the say LOO-UH-VILL.But, all-in-al, this book was a fun read,
agood conversation starter with your friends, and one | wish was twice or thrice aslong.4.5 out of 5 stars.[It appears
several people have given thisbook 1 star on .com because they received the wrong item, which isnot a"review," but
acomplaint.]8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Enjoyed the bookBy Edward M. MullinsEnjoyed the
book, especialy having been in different areas of our U S of A how they "speak" 3 of 3 people found the following
review helpful. Spending American* By Scotto DI read through this book in 15 minutes. That's alot of cash per
second. Niceinfo, but abit like click bait with a guaranteed cheque.It entertained 4 American guests. Not yet tried it
on foreigners.

From the creator of the New Y ork Times dialect quiz that ignited conversations about how and why we say the words
we say, a stunning and delightful exploration of American language Did you know that your answers to just a handful
of questions can reveal where you grew up? In December 2013, Josh Katz released an interactive dialect quiz in the
New York Times that became the most viewed page in the paper's history. Now a graphics editor, Katz harnessed the
overwhelming response to that quiz to create Speaking American, an extraordinary and beautiful tour through the
American vernacular. How do you pronounce "pecan”? What do you call along sandwich with varieties of meats and
cheeses? Do you cut the grass or mow the lawn? The answers to these questionsand the distinctions they reveal about
who says what and where they say itare not just the ultimate in cocktail party fodder; they are a'so windows into the
history of our nation, our regions, and our language. On page after page, readers will be fascinated and charmed by
these stunning maps of how Americans speak asthey gain new insightsinto our language and ourselves. For fans of
Eats, Shoots and Leaves and How the States Got Their Shapes, Speaking American is an irresistible feast of American
regional speech.

About the AuthorJOSH KATZ was born and raised in South Jersey, where he ate hoagies, wore sneakers, and
celebrated Mischief Night. After graduating from the North Carolina State University Department of Statistics, he
began work as a graphics editor with the New Y ork Times, where hiswork has focused on finding patterns in data and
turning them into stories. Helivesin New Y ork.



