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Leslie E. Sponsel : Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Spiritual Evolutionary ConsciousnessBy James L. FacetteFor some 
time I have been focused on the dire predictions for humanity, the more-than human community, and the planet, as a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0313364095


result of the seemingly inexorable march of Climate Change/Global Warming toward irreversible tipping-points. It is 
indeed devastating to realize that we humans are undoing the creative Earth evolution of four billion years in a few 
short centuries. Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution has opened for me a renewed hope that we can indeed reverse 
the downward slide by focusing on the positive possibilities, envisioning and reshaping of ourselves, pursuing a shift 
in consciousness. The questions for humanity are: What is Nature? What is the place of humans in Nature? What 
should be the place of humans in Nature? We must remember how to be a human being in relationship to the natural 
world, to our home. Here is some optimism in what otherwise so often appears to be a rather dismal world with an 
ever more dismal future for humankind and Gaia.The author tells us: The key message of the book is twofold. First 
secular approaches to environmental concerns are absolutely necessary and have made great strides, but they have not 
been sufficient. Second, the multitude of diverse approaches under the rubric of spiritual ecology may well be the last 
chance for the survival of our species. We are likely to see whether or not the intellectual and practical components of 
spiritual ecology will help turn the environmental situation around for the better within a few decades, especially in the 
face of the increasing pressures of global climate change (assuming that this does not reach a catastrophic tipping 
point). Perhaps a spiritual approach will serve as a catalyst to finally turn things around for the better because the 
ecocrisis is ultimately a spiritual and moral crisis.The book is revolutionary, non-violent and decentralizeda 
devastating critique of the industrial growth society as a seriously unsustainable, maladaptive, dysfunctional, and 
destructive system. Only in the long term will the passage of time reveal the destiny of the human species and the 
planet. But ultimately the matter is simple: a choice between ecocide or ecosanity!A quote from the profound thinker, 
writer, revolutionary dissident and former president of Czechoslovakia Vaclav Havel testifies: What could change the 
direction of todays civilization? It is my deep conviction that the only option is a change in the sphere of the spirit, in 
the sphere of human conscience. Its not enough to invent new machines, new regulations, new institutions. We must 
develop a new understanding of the true purpose of our existence on the Earth. Only by making such a fundamental 
shift will we be able to create new models of behavior and a new set of values for the planet.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Pacific Primate Sanctuary has purchased Dr. Sponsel's book to ...By LLWPacific Primate 
Sanctuary has purchased Dr. Sponsel's book to provide our interns with a global spiritual perspective on the 
rehabilitation and conservation work we are doing for endangered primates at our Sanctuary. "Spiritual Ecology: A 
Quiet Revolution" should actually be required reading for all students and members the public who wish to end the 
mass destruction of our planet and the Beings we share it with.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Obonga book which I want to read.

Award winner in Science category at the annual Green Book Festival in San Francisco, May 17, 2014An internet 
search for "Spiritual Ecology" and related terms like "Religion and Nature" and "Religion and Ecology" reveals tens of 
millions of websites. Spiritual Ecology: A Quiet Revolution offers an intellectual history of this far-reaching 
movement. Arranged chronologically, it samples major developments in the thoughts and actions of both historic and 
contemporary pioneers, ranging from the Buddha and St. Francis of Assisi to Wangari Maathai's Green Belt 
Movement and James Cameron's 2010 epic film Avatar.This foundational book is unique in that it provides a 
historical, cross-cultural context for understanding and advancing the ongoing spiritual ecology revolution, 
considering indigenous and Asian religious traditions as well as Western ones. Most chapters focus on a single 
pioneer, illuminating historical context and his/her legacy, while also connecting that legacy to broader concerns. 
Coverage includes topics as diverse as Henry David Thoreau and the Green Patriarch BartholomeW's decades-long 
promotion of environmentalism as a sacred duty for more than 250 million members of the Orthodox Church 
worldwide. For more information, visit www.spiritualecology.info.

"This is a subject that should have been documented long ago--this wise and careful book fills an important gap, and 
does it with real power." Bill McKibben, author Eaarth"This book is a tour de force. No one has attempted to bring 
together such a wide range of people and movements under the rubric of Spiritual Ecology. The result is deeply 
engaging for scholars and activists alike.Sponsel has given us a gem." Mary Evelyn Tucker, Forum on Religion and 
Ecology, Yale University"The book offers a fascinating tour through the spiritual landscape, and its extensive notes 
give readers a rich guide to further reading and reflection." Donald Worster, author of A Passion for Nature: The Life 
of John Muir (2008)"Sponsel's keen reminder of the spiritual component of nature is both timely and a reminder that 
the most effective reasons for conservation come from the heart, not from the wallet." Jeffrey A. McNeely, Senior 
Science Advisor, International Union for Conservation of Nature"This book serves both as a wonderful introduction to 
the field and an inspiring essay on the basic tenets, values, and goals of spiritual ecology." Eugene N. Anderson, 
Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, University of California Riverside, author The Pursuit of Ecotopia "Sponsel 
beautifully integrates the different dimensions of spiritual ecology: theology, morality, social movement, and personal 
experience; and he does so with a fine eye to its global and multicultural nature. This always clear and often moving 
book deserves wide readership and serious attention. " (Roger S. Gottlieb, Author of A Greener Faith and Engaging 
Voices)From the AuthorMore information about the author and book can be found on the book website 



atspiritualecology.info. 


