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Greg Cochkanoff, Bob Chaulk : SS Atlantic: The White Star Line's First Disaster at Sea  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised SS Atlantic: The White Star Line's First 
Disaster at Sea: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Forgotten TragedyBy Child of HerodotusA very well written 
account of the worst maritime disaster of the 19th century. Unlike her more famous fellow White Star ship, RMS 
Titanic, the Atlantic was almost completely forgotten not long after her destruction, possibly because the line's 
founder, Thomas Ismay, was much more media savvy than his son, Bruce. Other possible reasons for the Atlantic 
fading from memory are the lack of prominent names on her passenger list and the sheer brutal nature of her 
destruction. Running aground on a rocky Nova Scotia island at 3:15 in the morning, there was no band playing and 
certainly no time to dress up in white tie and tailcoat to go down like a gentleman. You either drowned in your bunk or 
scrambled to a precarious safety on the ship's shattered hull, waiting for hours to be rescued, all while being exposed to 
the chill April wind and icy, lashing seas.There is little that can be romanticized about the Atlantic's story, but the 
authors do an excellent job in retelling the horrific ordeal that the ship's passengers and crew endured on April Fool's 
Day, 1873. Since both authors are deep sea divers, a considerable, though not excessive portion of the book is devoted 
to the salvage operations on the wreck as well as the condition of the wreck site today. Sadly, co-author Greg 
Cochkanoff died before publication, and the book serves not only as a memorial to all the souls lost on the Atlantic, 
but also to the man who finally tells their story after so many years of neglect.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. White Star Lines other TITANICBy M. V. RalphThis, the White Star Lines first loss of a passenger ship was 
as horrific as the better known TITANIC. This modest sofecover tells us the who, what and when of events to this 
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disaster. Excellent photos, drawings and recovered artifacts from the S.S. ATLANTIC that was wrecked off the shores 
of Halifax, N.S. Nice research and writing make this a must have!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
GoodBy StanwyckA surprisingly good book about this relatively unknown disaster.

Winner, Dartmouth Book Award for Non-Fiction, Democracy 250 Atlantic Book Award for Historical Writing, and 
Next Generation Indie Book Award, Historical Non-FictionIt's a cold April night on the high seas. A ship steams 
quickly towards port. Aboard are wealthy passengers enjoying their luxurious accommodations. In the holds below, 
steerage passengers sit in crowded berths, excited about starting a new life in a new world. In the bridge above, the 
Captain retires for the evening. The lookouts think they see something ahead. Too late, they warn the bridge... This 
was the fate of the SS Atlantic, the second ship built by the White Star Line for its new fleet. Built forty-two years 
before the RMS Titanic, the Atlantic had successfully completed eighteen crossings before it ran aground off the coast 
of Nova Scotia on April 1, 1873, killing 562 of the 952 onboard. It was the worst trans-Atlantic marine disaster of the 
19th century, yet, until now, the full story has never been told.

"I've read a lot of books about shipwrecks, and this is clearly one of the best. Explorers everywhere will appreciate 
how well written it is and how meticulously the facts were researched." (Joe Porter 2016-10-01)"Greg Cochkanoff's 
narrative is full of colour, suspense and tragedy. He recreates the scene of Atlantic's last voyage very realistically 
while producing a valuable addition to the fascinating lure of this ill-fated White Star ship." (Karen Kamuda 2016-10-
01)From the Inside FlapIt's a calm night onboard. A ship steams toward port. Wealthy passengers enjoy their luxurious 
accommodations. Passengers in steerage sit in crowded berths, excited about starting a life in a new country. 
Suddenly, there's an ear-splitting noise, and the ship shudders to a violent stop. The ship is plunged into darkness. This 
was the fate of the S.S. Atlantic, the second ship built by the White Star Line. Constructed forty-two years before the 
RMS Titanic, the S.S. Atlantic completed eighteen trans-Atlantic crossings before running aground off the coast of 
Nova Scotia on April 1, 1873. The worst trans-Atlantic marine disaster of the nineteenth century, the sinking of the 
Atlantic killed over half the nearly 1000 people on board. Here, for the first time, is the complete story of this 
infamous event, complete with passenger list, inquiry results, and the final fate of the wreck now a popular destination 
for scuba divers.From the Back CoverIt's a calm night onboard. A ship steams toward port. Wealthy passengers enjoy 
their luxurious accommodations. Passengers in steerage sit in crowded berths, excited about starting a life in a new 
country. Suddenly, there's an ear-splitting noise, and the ship shudders to a violent stop. The ship is plunged into 
darkness.This was the fate of the S.S. "Atlantic," the second ship built by the White Star Line. Constructed forty-two 
years before the RMS "Titanic," the S.S. "Atlantic" completed eighteen trans-Atlantic crossings before running 
aground off the coast of Nova Scotia on April 1, 1873. The worst trans-Atlantic marine disaster of the nineteenth 
century, the sinking of the "Atlantic" killed over half the nearly 1000 people on board.Here, for the first time, is the 
complete story of this infamous event, complete with passenger list, inquiry results, and the final fate of the wreck -- 
now a popular destination for scuba divers. 


